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> Photo taken under controlled conditions
< Photo digitally altered

FRONT COVER: This is a special,
rare kind of red fox that lives only
in the state of Washington. Follow
the family life of this Washington
red fox kit on pages 16–19.

BACK COVER: This large tropical
moth caterpillar rears up, maybe
as a warning. Check out its
horned head and the prickly
spines along its body.

PHOTO BY CHASE DEKKER/
MINDEN PICTURES

PHOTO BY ROBERT THOMPSON/NATUREPL

PAGES 2–3: Two huge
leatherback sea turtles come
ashore at sunset to lay their eggs.
Leatherbacks are the world’s
largest turtles. They can grow to
be longer than an adult person
is tall.
PHOTO BY SHANE P. WHITE/
MINDEN PICTURES
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It’s time to reveal the
winners of our latest
Ranger Rick Photo
Contest! We hope they
inspire you to grab your
camera and take some
photos of nature, too.
Want to enter our next
round? Visit
rangerrick.org/
photo-contest
for details.

BA D HA IR DAY?

Savannah Murray, age 13
Orangutan at Zoo Atlanta in
Georgia posing with a paper
bag it just placed on its head.
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Thomas Bomer, age 10
A pair of rabbits nibbling
grass in Thomas’s backyard.
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Nathan Kim, age 13
Dik-dik photographed at
Etosha National Park in
Namibia, Africa.
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SW EE T TR EAT

Arun Miller, age 6
Tiger swallow tail sipping
nectar from a flower in a
neig hborhood garden.
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only if accompanied by a valid courier account
number or a self-addressed envelope with sufficient
postage. We accept no liability for damage or loss of
any unsolicited material.
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RATE THIS
ISSUE

STAN DIN G TA LL

Stas Leonchyk, age 8
Great blue heron perched on a
rocky ledge at Woodland Park
Zoo in Seattle, Washington.

What do you
think about this
month’s issue
of Ranger Rick?
Scan this QR code to take
our survey.
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Celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day with some of these
Earth-friendly acts!

50 Ways to Lo
Fifty years ago this month, something
magical happened. On April 22, 1970, people from all over
the United States took part in a huge celebration. Millions of kids
and grownups, in thousands of towns and cities, found great ways
to say, “We care about our world—and we want it to be a
healthy one that’s good for people and wildlife!”
There were picnics and parades to celebrate the
wonders of nature. There were fairs to teach people
about the importance of having clean air and
water and of protecting wildlife. And there
were tree plantings and cleanups to restore
and protect our wonderful planet. It was

an amazing day. It was the
very first Earth Day!
Because of that day, more people
started to think about the Earth
as the only home they had—
one that everyone should take
care of. They passed laws to
reduce pollution and to save
endangered species. And they
set up recycling centers to help
control litter and conserve our
natural resources.

SPOT ART BY JACK DESROCHER (1, 3, 6, 10, 12,
15, 17, 21, 22, 25, 27, 35, 37, 40, 43, 45, 46, 48)
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Today, at least one billion people from more than 190 countries
celebrate Earth Day. And that’s a really good thing—because now,
more than ever, our planet needs our help. The next eight pages cover
four major challenges that the Earth faces today:

Q disappearing wildlife Q habitat loss
Q pollution Q climate change
As you continue reading, you will learn about
these challenges. And you’ll discover that when all
kinds of people—scientists, politicians, business leaders, teachers, parents, kids, and
more—combine their knowledge, talents,
and energy, they can do a lot to help
the planet.
Ranger Rick invites you to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day by pledging to do some
of the 50 Earth-friendly actions
listed on the following pages.

Discover more about
the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day at
rangerrick.org/
earthday.
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1

Say no to pesticides.

People use pesticides to kill insects that
eat crops and other plants. But pesticides
are poisons that kill more than just pests. They
also can kill pollinators such as bees and
butterﬂies, and they’re harmful to
other wildlife, as well.

2

DISAPPEARING
WILDLIFE

Buy organic food.

Organic foods are foods
that are free of harmful
pesticides and other chemicals. Organic farming is better for wildlife.
So, when you can, try to buy foods that
were grown without chemicals.

How many animal and plant species can you think of in
the next 10 seconds? Chances are, you’ll come up with
a lot! The Earth has an amazing assortment of wild living
things, from leopards to ladybugs, bullfrogs to bluebirds,
and cattails to cactuses. This wonderful variety of species is
called biodiversity.
The world’s species are part of an interconnected web of
life. They depend on each other for survival. For example,
on a coral reef, some sea stars prey on mussels. If the sea
stars became extinct, the mussels would multiply, crowding
out many other species that live there. The balance of the
reef would be thrown off. A variety of animals helps keep an
ecosystem balanced and healthy.

3

Buy the right fish to eat.

Many ﬁsh species, such as blueﬁn tuna,
are in trouble because of overﬁshing. But
there are ﬁsh that can be caught without
hurting the planet. To be sure your family
buys the right ﬁsh, have your parents help
you check a website such as FishWatch
(ﬁshwatch.gov) or Seafood Watch
(seafoodwatch.org).

The Web Unravels
Unfortunately, more than a million plant and animal
species are now at risk of going extinct as a result of habitat
loss, climate change, pollution, and other problems. And as
more and more species become extinct, we have less and
less biodiversity. But there is some good news.

Working to Help
Scientists, lawmakers, and other people are trying to
protect species in lots of different ways, such as by saving
habitats and studying endangered animals to learn how to
help them. There are things you and your family can do to
help, too! Check out some of them right here.
8
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Keep cats inside.
Wandering cats kill more than
a billion birds a year in the
United States. It’s safer for
the birds if kitties
stay inside.

5

Plant native plants.
Non-native plants are ones
that have been brought from
other places to live here. Some
of these can become invasive,
spreading quickly and crowding out native
plants. Native plants were here originally
and are food for native wildlife. Try to plant
native plants in your yard. You can ﬁnd some
suggestions at nwf.org/NativePlantFinder.

6

Volunteer to remove
invasive plants.

Sometimes, the easiest way to get rid of
invasive plants is to just pull them up. Check
with your local park or nature center to see if
there are volunteer opportunities
to remove invasives such as
garlic mustard.

7

9

Buy only “good wood.”

The world’s forests provide food and shelter for
countless species of animals. But around the world, more
t
than
18 million acres of forest are cut down every
y for farming, logging, and more. The good
year
news is that forests can be protected by cutting
d
down
fewer trees and by giving trees a chance
t grow back. Look for wood with a Forest
to
S
Stewardship
Council, or FSC, label to
s
show
that it has been grown in an
e
eco-friendly
way.
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Don’t feed wild animals.

It may be tempting to throw bread to ducks or feed
wildlife in other ways, but it can be bad for wild animals to eat
non-natural foods. (Feeders with birdseed are OK.) Feeding
wild creatures can make them dependent
on or less fearful of people. Also,
eating food meant for people
can make animals sick.
Be sure your trash can
lids are on tight, and
don’t leave pet
food outside.
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Don’t buy pet fish
taken from the wild.

Keeping wild animals is against the law.
Animals that live in the wild should stay in the
wild. They have everything they need
to survive right where
they are, and other
animals depend
on them.

Saltwater aquariums are full of
beautiful coral-reef ﬁshes. But
lots of reef ﬁshes are endangered. The methods of
catching them can kill or injure many ﬁsh. And taking
ﬁsh from the reef can upset the balance of the reef
ecosystem. If you buy any of these ﬁsh, make
sure they were bred in captivity, not taken
from the wild.

8

Become a citizen scientist.

Join a bird count or other volunteer activity to
help scientists learn how animals are being affected
by climate change, habitat loss, and
other problems. Check out
Earth Challenge 2020
(rangerrick.org/earthchallenge)
and Audubon’s Christmas
Bird Count
(rangerrick.org/birdcount).

Leave wildlife in the wild.
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Don’t buy things made
from animal parts.

Some souvenir shops may sell
things made from animal parts,
such as feathers, teeth, seashells, coral, tortoise shells, or
ivory. Don’t buy any of these
items—it may be against the
law, and animals may have been
harmed to create them.

KEEP
AWAY
9
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Conserve paper.

People cut down more than 15 billion trees
a year—some of them to make paper. Using
less paper and recycling the paper we do use
saves trees. At home: Use recycled notepaper;
write on both sides of a sheet; and recycle
your newspapers, magazines, and junk mail.
At school: Ask your teacher to
make photocopies on both sides
of paper and, if possible, to
switch from paper to online
assignments.

HABITAT LOSS
H abitat gives an animal everything it needs to survive: the
right kind of food, water, shelter, and a place to raise its young.

All Kinds of Habitats
There are many kinds of habitats. A woodpecker’s woods,
a polliwog’s pond, a prairie dog’s prairie, and a muskrat’s
marsh are all habitats.
Habitats come in many sizes, too. A 100-ton blue whale
needs a whole ocean to swim around in. But a four-inch
centipede might ﬁnd all it needs under a rotting log.

14

Welcome monarchs to your
yard by planting a garden with
milkweed and other nectar
plants for the caterpillars
and adults to feed on. Go
to rangerrick.org/plants for
more information.

15

Troubled Times
Today, many wildlife species are struggling to survive
because their habitats have been harmed or wiped out.
Tropical rainforests, for example, are home to almost half of
all known wildlife species. But about 80,000 acres of
rainforest disappear every day as people remove trees
to plant crops, build roads, raise cattle, and more. Human
activities are also destroying wetlands, grasslands, and
waterways around the world.

Habitat Protection
How do we ﬁnd a balance between what people need and
what wildlife needs? Scientists, conservationists, lawmakers,
and many others are trying to ﬁgure that out. They are also
coming up with more laws and plans to protect the natural
resources needed for healthy habitats. And they are working
to restore damaged habitats. But everyone can—and should—
be part of the solution by supporting these activities and by
doing other things, too. Check out the suggestions at right for
ways you can help protect Earth’s wild places.
10
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Plant a butterfly garden.

Be a water watcher.

Using too much water from rivers
and lakes can affect animal habitats.
Fix leaky faucets, keep showers
under 5 minutes, and turn off
water when brushing
your teeth.

16

Recycle cell phones.

Most people throw their old cell phones into
the trash. Once taken to a landﬁll, the phones
can break down and leak dangerous
poisons into the environment.
There are probably places
near you that will safely recycle
your old cell. To ﬁnd them, visit
rangerrick.org/cell.

17

Be bee friendly.

In yards everywhere, bees
are on the lookout for
places to nest in. And you
can help them! Learn how
to make three kinds of
bee abodes at
rangerrick.org/beefriendly.

18

Buy shade-grown coffee.

People cut down forests in Central and
South America to raise sun-grown coffee.
This spells trouble for birds that
need the trees to survive.
Encourage grownups to buy
coffee that is grown in the shade,
under forest trees. Look for the
bird-friendly logo on the bag.

19

Let there be seeds.

Let summer ﬂowers go to seed.
Seeds make yummy “fast food”
for many insects, birds, and
small mammals.

20

21

Visit parks.

Parks and nature
preserves are more likely
to get the ﬁnancial support
they need to stay open
to protect habitats for
wildlife when lots of
people visit them.

22

Birds need places to hide and feel
safe from people, predators, and
bad weather. Bushes and trees
make great cover for birds.

23

A backyard animals need
All
clean water to drink. Birds
also need to bathe in water
t keep their feathers in
to
good working order. Keep
a birdbath or shallow dish
ﬁlled with clean water in your
yard. Learn how to make your own
birdbath at rangerrick.org/birdbath.

Be picky about palm oil.

Palm oil is often used to make chocolate
bars, cookies, soaps, shampoos, and other
products. Many rainforests in Indonesia and
Malaysia are being cut down to grow oil palm
trees. This is destroying the habitats of several
endangered species, including orangutans,
pygmy elephants, and Sumatran rhinos.
Avoid products that use palm oil.
Or check product labels to
make sure any palm oil was
produced in a rainforestfriendly way.

24
Add water.

Plant a bush or tree.

Give invasive plants the boot.

Dirt-caked footwear often contains tiny
seeds. And many of them may be the seeds
of invasive plants. If they fall off along the trail,
they can germinate and eventually push
out native plants that keep the
ecosystem healthy.
Clean your shoes
before going
on a hike.
11
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Clear the air.

Cut back on using electricity
and other energy that comes
from burning fuels. For
example, play outside, read a
book, or make music instead of
going somewhere in a car
or turning on the TV.

26

POLLUTION

Form a "trash troop."

Gather and organize some friends or
neighbors to clean up litter along a nearby
playground, park, streamside, or beach.

I t ’s ugly. It’s gross. It’s harmful. Pollution is anything that dirties up
the environment. Just by living our lives, we can’t help but create
it. So we toss it out, ﬂush it down, or let it loose. That may seem
like the end of it for some people, but it’s not the end of it for the
Earth. Our land, water, and air can handle only so much of it.

Talkin’ Trash
Americans make more than 250 million tons of trash a year—
about 4½ pounds per person per day. All that trash takes up
space in landﬁlls or gets burned. Either way, poisons can leak
from it into the surrounding soil, water, or air.

Up in the Air

27

Make less waste.

Hold a family contest to see who
can make the least amount of waste
in a weekend.

Our atmosphere is made up of gases. Their natural balance
keeps life on Earth healthy. But people release more gases and
other materials that are harmful. Most air pollution comes from
burning fuels such as coal, oil, gasoline, and natural gas.

Troubled Waters
Of course, oil that spills directly into the ocean will harm or
even kill sea life. But bad stuff on the ground also seeps into
water stored underground or washes along with rainwater into
rivers, lakes, and oceans.

The Good News
A lot of pollution is avoidable. And it’s up to government and
business leaders around the globe to make the big changes that
count. For example, they could move us faster to energy sources
that don’t pollute, such as solar and wind. And they could ban
single-use plastics. But there are little things you can do to keep
from being part of the problem.
12
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Adopt a storm drain.

Mark a nearby storm drain to warn
neighbors that whatever washes down
it from the street ends up in waterways.
To ﬁnd out more,
have an adult
check with your
local department
of public works.

29

Practice friendly fishing.

If you like to ﬁsh, be sure never to
leave behind any hooks, lines, or netting.
This kind of litter can harm wildlife.

30

34

Scoop the poop.

Walking your dog?
Don’t forget to clean up
after it! That helps keep
the landscape and
waterways clean and
germ-free.

Get the lead out.
Just say no.
35 There’s
way too much plastic

If you ﬁsh or hunt, avoid using lead
sinkers or pellets. The lead
can poison animals (such
as the endangered
California condor) that
feed on animals with
bits of lead in them.

31

stuff that people use only once and
then throw away. Say “no thanks” to
plastic bags, bottles, straws, and
utensils when they’re offered.
Instead, keep and carry your
own reusable ones.

Recycle right.

36

Americans put only about one-third of their
throwaways in recycling bins. And much of it
includes dirty containers or the wrong kinds of
materials that recycling centers can’t use. Have
an adult check with your local government or
waste-management service to ﬁnd out what
can and cannot be recycled in your area.

32

Make art from trash.
Too much stuff in the recycling bin?
Why not use some of it in an art
project? Your imagination is the
only limit!

Shop smart.

Make less waste by buying
items in bulk, in larger containers
that last longer, and with less
packaging. Also take your own reusable
bags and containers with you to the store.

33

Trade or donate a toy.

When you get tired of a toy or outgrow
it, give it away or make a trade instead
of tossing it in the trash. And when you
get a new toy, pick one that’s durable and
that you’d want to keep for a long time.

37

Don’t let go.

Balloons are fun and festive. But
what happens when they escape into the
sky? They can travel far on the winds
and come back down as litter, which
can harm or kill wildlife. Make sure
that doesn’t happen—or ﬁnd other
ways to celebrate. For more info,
have a grownup visit
balloonsblow.org online.
13
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Unplug.

Are your family’s TV and
toaster plugged in, even
when not in use? If so,
they’re still using a little bit of electricity. Most
electricity in the United States comes from
fuels that cause climate change. So if you’re
not using an appliance, unplug it!

39

CLIMATE CHANGE
There’s no doubt: The Earth’s climate is changing. Over the
past 100 years, the planet’s average temperature has gone up
by 1.8°F.
Less than two degrees may not sound like much to you. But
that rise in temperature has meant big changes for the planet.
The last few years have been the warmest period in modern
history. Polar sea ice and glaciers that normally stay frozen year
round are melting, causing sea levels to rise. Warmer seas and
more moisture in the air may make storms stronger and more
damaging. Meanwhile, in other places, the changing climate is
causing droughts—long periods where it hardly rains at all.

40

How to Help
Scientists agree that governments around the world must
work together to make big changes. People need to ﬁnd ways
to produce energy without burning fossil fuels. And they need
to make it easier to get around without driving cars. That means
that one person—or even a whole bunch of people—can’t
ﬁx the problem. But it doesn’t mean you can’t help! Here are
some ways you and your family can help ﬁght climate change
at home.
14
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Switch it off.
Leaving a room? Turn
off the light! If you do it
often enough, it’ll become
a habit.

Why Is Earth Warming?
Almost all scientists agree that people are causing this rapid
climate change. Over the past century, people have used more
and more oil, natural gas, and coal—known as fossil fuels—to
power cars, buildings, and electronic devices. Burning those
fuels releases a gas called carbon dioxide into the Earth’s
atmosphere. Too much carbon dioxide and certain other gases
trap extra heat from the sun. That makes the planet warmer.

Love your trees.

Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the
air and store it. So along with planting trees
whenever and wherever
you can, make sure
the ones you already
have in your yard are
well-watered and
cared for.

41

Don’t buy junk.

Americans buy a lot of stuff they don’t
need. All that stuff takes energy to produce.
Picture a birthday party goodie bag: Those
rubber balls and tiny plastic toys were all
made in factories that burn fossil fuels. And
they will likely end up in the trash. At your
next party, how about
sending each
guest home
with a cookie
instead?

42 Dress for the weathereven inside.
Tempted to turn up
the heat because
your toes are cold? Put
on warm, woolly socks
and a sweatshirt before
you touch the thermostat.

43

Eat less meat.

You don’t have to give up your burgers
completely—unless you want to! But almost half
of the energy used by the food industry
comes from producing meat—especially
beef. So, a couple of times a
w
week, ask your parents to
skip the meat at dinner.

43.
44

Ships, airplanes,
and trucks that haul food
use a lot of carbonproducing fuel. Whenever
you can, buy food that was
grown or made within a short distance of your
house. (A farmers market is a good place to start.)

A typical car produces more
than four tons of carbon dioxide
each year. Is your school, a
friend’s house, or your soccer
game within walking or biking distance?
Tell your parents you’d rather leave
the car at home.

48 It’s funGotooutside.
play outside in the
sunshine (or even in the snow
or rain). But it also saves electricity.
The more time you spend outside,
the less time you spend inside
using lights, air-conditioning,
and electronic devices.

Read up.

The better you understand climate
change, the better you can explain it to friends
and family. So take the time to read about why
the Earth is getting too warm, too
fast. A good place to start
is this website from the
American Museum
of Natural History:
rangerrick.org/
climatechange.

Don’t waste food.
Food rotting in landﬁlls produces
methane, another gas that is
causing the Earth to get too
warm. Try to buy and cook
only what you’ll eat.

46

Walk or bike.

49

Eat local.

45

47

Air-dry laundry.

A clothes dryer needs
to both spin and heat up,
so it uses a lot of energy. Hang
your family’s clean laundry on a
clothesline or clothes rack instead.

50

Spread the word!

Some people don’t believe climate change
is happening. Others think it’s too big a problem
to do anything about. But climate change is real,
and people have the power to make a difference.
Write letters or visit
your government
representatives to
demand they make
changes. =
15

Hi! I’m Roxy. Want to
spend the day with me?
You’ll get to see what fun
it is being a fox kit!

16

BY ROXY FOX,
AS TOLD TO KATHY KRANKING
PHOTOS BY CHASE DEKKER/
MINDEN PICTURES

When you hear what kind
of fox I am, you may be surprised. Ready? I’m a red fox!
But as you can see, I’m not
red. Not even a little bit. That’s
because Washington red foxes
like me come in other colors,
too, such as gray, black, and
brown. Sometimes we’re even
a mix of those colors. But
no matter what color we are,
there’s one thing that always
shows we are red foxes: our
white tail tips!

I live in Washington State
with my family: Mom, Dad,
and my brothers and sisters.
Turn the page to learn more
about us and spend a day the
foxy way!

S My brothers and sisters
and I still nurse from Mom,
even though we eat meat
now, too.

T Here I am playing with
my sister. Play is a big
part of a baby
fox’s day!

Meet the
family!
17

The other kits
and I wait and
watch to see
what Mom or
Dad might bring
back for lunch.

Our Story
Wrestlemania!

18

Red foxes like me didn’t
always live in my part of
Washington. A long time
ago, people brought
rabbits to live here
so they could hunt
them. But the
rabbits multiplied
like, well, rabbits,
and soon the
place was overrun with them.
So then people
brought in red foxes
to catch and eat the
rabbits. Rabbits are one

of our favorite foods. We also
eat other foods, such as voles,
snakes, and large insects.

Play Time
Today, like every day, Mom
and Dad are off hunting food
for us. And when parents
are away, little foxes play! Of
course, we play when they’re
around, too. Basically, if we’re
not eating or sleeping, we’re
playing. Playing helps us
practice pouncing and other
skills we’ll need when we start
hunting for ourselves. Besides,
it’s fun!

X
This bunny is
mine, all MINE!

Eyes on the
Prize
When Dad
returns with a fat
bunny for lunch,
things get even
crazier. We all race
to grab the prize to
keep for ourselves.
Today, I get there
first, and it’s mine!
I run in circles as
my brothers and
sisters chase after
me, but I’m not sharing. I take
my tasty treat into the den to
eat. Mom will be back soon
with another rabbit for the
others to fight over.

Our games don’t really have
names. But if they did, some
of our favorites would be
called “Got Your Ear,”
“Bite Your Face,” “Pull
Your Tail,” and
“Jump on Dad
When He’s Not
Looking”!

After all the playing and eating, I’m pretty tired. Time for a
catnap. Er, make that a fox nap.
And then I’ll be ready to play
away the rest of the day! =

Just like a human
baby, sometimes I
really need a nap!
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Hummer Mom

BY ELLEN LAMBETH
PHOTOS BY BETH KINGSLEY HAWKINS

There’s a cold spring snow here in
the valley. But that doesn’t keep this tough,
tiny bird from starting her family.
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Ranger Rick magazine:

We’re on assignment in the beautiful red rocks region of Arizona
to meet Jill, an Anna’s hummingbird—and new mom. Jill, would
you tell our readers about your
family experience?
Sure. First of
all, a heavy snow fell just as my
eggs were hatching! Lucky for
me, though, a big branch above
my nest worked as a roof. I also
stayed put most of that time to
keep my chicks underneath me
warm and dry.
Jill Hummer:

Hummer Dad

And who is your handsome
friend in the photo at left? We
don’t mean to be rude, but he
looks a lot flashier than you.
RR:

That’s my mate, Ross. His
flashy feathers are what first caught
my eye. He also has a lovely song.
And you should have seen the
amazing sky dance he performed
just for me! But he’s gone now. It’s
my job alone to raise the kids. And
it’s a good thing that I’m not as
brightly colored as he is. The less
I’m noticed by hungry predators,
the safer my family is.

JH:

Mom in her nest on a
snow-covered branch.
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See how tiny
the eggs are
compared to a
dime?

Oh, it’s just
a natural hummingbird talent. I
gathered bits of plant
stuff to make the nest
soft and warm. And
I used spider silk to
make everything stick
together. The silk also
makes the nest stretchy
so it can “grow” with
my growing chicks.
The last thing I did
was stick bits of green
JH:

A spring leaf
sprouts through
the nest and
helps shield the
newly hatched
chicks.

What made you
choose this spot for
your nest? It’s in a cottonwood tree, right?

RR:

Yes. This cottonwood has some
woodpecker holes
tapped into its trunk.
When sap flows from
the holes, I can zip
down for a sweet treat.
People around here
have hummingbird
feeders in their yards,

JH:
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too. That’s so thoughtful, right? And as the
weather warms up,
more nectar-filled flowers open and there are
bugs to catch for the
kids. Plus, I have such
an awesome view!
Tell us about your
nest. It’s really hard
to see from afar. But a
closer look shows that
it must’ve taken some
special talent to build.
RR:

The shadows of
two baby heads
and open bills
show through
the leaf.

WATCH IT!

The two chicks
are outgrowing
their nest.

Well, not so tiny
to ME!
JH:

It must’ve been
exciting when they
finally hatched.
RR:

lichen on the outside. I
think it helps to camouflage the nest.

Thank you so
much for your time
today, Jill. Ranger Rick
wishes you all the
best! =
RR:

First ﬂight out!

Yes! After a
couple of weeks, Garrett and then Isabella
hatched. I stayed busy,
busy, busy, keeping
them fed.

JH:

It makes it look
pretty, too! And how
did you get that leaf
sunshade to grow over
the nest like that?
RR:

(laughing): That
wasn’t planned—it just
sort of happened. Cute,
though, huh?

JH

So, then you laid
a couple of really tiny
eggs?

But now look at
them. Both are learning how to fly and
to live on their own.
You must be proud!
RR:

RR:

A little worn
out, but, yes, very
proud indeed!

JH:
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Earth Day Mystery
STORY BY KATHY KRANKING, ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP

I think a great way
to celebrate Earth Day
would be to plant some
wildflowers. We can do it
during the party.
Good
idea, Rick!

The next morning, Rick has
an idea about the party.

Earth Day—April 22—is approaching.
Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox,
Boomer Badger, and Scooter Squirrel
are making plans for a big party.
And after
that we can have
the cupcakes! And
the cookies! Right,
Boom?

Rick, what
happened?
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Oh, uh,
nope—I’m
fine.

Huh? Oh,
yeah.

For years, Rick has kept the pledge
in a special drawer. But when he
goes to look for it, it’s missing!

I should take the
Ranger Rick Pledge
to the party and read it.
That would be a special
thing to do on
Earth Day.

Boomer, is
something wrong?
You haven’t been
yourself lately.

What?
Oh, no! This
is terrible!

Help! I’ve
been robbed!
Help! Help!

What in
the world…?

There’s a thief in
Deep Green Wood!
The Ranger Rick
Pledge has been
stolen!

I can’t
believe it! There
must be some
mistake!

There’s no
mistake. I always
keep the pledge here,
safe in its drawer.
And now it’s gone!

Don’t worry,
Rick. It’s got to be
somewhere. Boomer and
I will search every inch of
Deep Green Wood.
We’ll find it.

WHAT?
YOU took it?
Why?
I wanted
to surprise
Rick.

While Scarlett stays behind to comfort Rick,
Boomer and Scooter begin their search.
I hope
so.

Oh, Scooter!
It was me! I took
the pledge!

I can’t believe
it—a thief in Deep
Green Wood! Who
could it be?

Well, I’d
say he’s
surprised!

That’s just it—
I can’t. I lost it! I
had it sticking out of
my backpack, but when I
got home it was gone. It
was really windy. Maybe
it blew away.

No, no. I had
an idea for Earth Day.
I just needed to borrow
the pledge for a while. I
never thought he’d
notice.

Boomer and
Scooter spend the
rest of the day
searching for the
pledge, but they
have no luck
finding it.

Well, you’d better
return it now. Rick’s
really upset!

Finally, it’s Earth Day, the day of the party!
But a shadow hangs over everything because
Rick is so sad about the missing pledge.

Poor
Rick.

Pssst—
Boomer!

Bucky
Beaver!
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The plaque is
all ready, Boomer! I hid
it in the bushes. And don’t
worry about the original
pledge. I just snuck back
to Rick’s house and
returned it.

Huh?

I was
waiting for you
to deliver the pledge,
so I could carve it
into a plaque like
you asked me to.
Suddenly, it came
blowing up to me
on a breeze! It was
like magic.

Magic?
Hmmmm.

Rick, I know
how important the
pledge is to you. So for
Earth Day, I got Bucky to
carve it in wood with
his teeth.

Can I have your
attention, everyone?
I have a surprise
for Rick.
A
surprise?

This means a lot to me.
When my rangers pledge
to help care for the
Earth, all kinds of good
things can happen!
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You’re right,
Rick. Even a
little Earth Day
magic!

Oh, Boomer!
It’s wonderful!
Great job,
Bucky!

What bears like to go
out in the rain?

Drizzly Bears.
Ava S., North Carolina

What did the judge say
when a skunk entered
the courtroom?

“Odor in the court!”
Bobbi D., Georgia

What happened to the frog’s
car when it broke down?

It got TOAD away.
Noor A., California

Who brings colored
eggs to insects?

The Easter Buggy.
Simone A., Kentucky

Why did the deer need
to get braces?

It had BUCK teeth.
Grayson G., Georgia

What’s a squirrel’s favorite way
to watch movies?

On Nut-flix.
Astrid S., Norway

WANT TO JOIN THE FUN? Send your favorite nature riddle with your full name and address to Reader Riddles; Ranger Rick;
11100 Wildlife Center Dr.; Reston, VA 20190-5362; E-mail: rick@nwf.org. We like reading all the riddles from our readers. We’re
sorry, but there’s room to print only some of them. All submissions become the property of the National Wildlife Federation.
ART BY JIM PAILLOT
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If you think hiking requires planning, packing, and
traveling far from home, think again! Join these kids
on a nature hike right through their city.

LET’S H
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n a beautiful spring afternoon,
where would you rather be?
Inside, on the couch? Or outside, exploring
the woods? For the members of a weekly
hiking club in Reading, Pennsylvania, the
answer is, “Outside, for sure!”
Once a week during the school year,
Laurie Grobman picks up a group of
girls from the local Olivet Boys and Girls
Club Clinton Street afterschool program.
Some days, more than 20 girls come
along. Other days, only a few join the
hike. But no matter
how many go, they are
On today’s hike, a visiting
always excited to head
naturalist points out trees and
out into the woods.
other plants to the girls (left).
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Ready, set, hike!
At left, Laurie
Grobman chats with
hikers during the
day’s adventure. At
far left, they walk a
few short blocks to
the trailhead.

Get Out There!
You might think you need to
sit in a car for a long time to
reach a trail worth hiking. But
a hike doesn’t need to happen in
a big park. It can happen anyplace. All you need is a path that
leads you away from bustling
traffic and into nature’s quiet.
For Laurie and her group, that
path is the Schuylkill (SKOOLkul) River Trail in southern
Pennsylvania. The part of the
trail these kids walk each week
is only about half a mile long. A
few years ago, it was overgrown
and full of litter. But Laurie and
other members of the community
worked hard to clean it up. And
now it’s a walkable, playable
slice of nature right in the middle
of Reading!

The group
learns to ID
a few of the
flowering plants
they find along
the trail (above).
Don’t touch the
poison ivy! (right)
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Oh, WOW! As the group rounds a
corner, the girls catch a glimpse of
the rushing Schuylkill River.

River Walk
Sunshine and trees are nice.
But the best part of the hike is
always the river! When the club
first started hiking, this stretch
of the Schuylkill was quite low.
There were wide dirt beaches
where the girls could play,
explore, and find stones to toss
into the water. They could even
climb on rocks halfway out into
the shallow river.
But the last few years brought
a lot of rain to the area. The river
is now much deeper and wider,
and the beaches and big rocks
have been mostly covered by
water. No matter—the river is
always fun!
On most of their hikes, Laurie
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and the girls visit three beaches
and an old lock that’s no longer
used. (A lock is a section of a
river or canal that uses gates to
raise and lower water levels so
boats can pass through.)
At each spot, the girls get to
know the river a little better.
Sometimes, they spot crayfish
or freshwater clams. Other
times, they make boats out of
leaves and watch as the current
carries them away. And they
see how the forest changes
through the seasons.

Everyday Nature
These weekly hikes don’t
lead to grand waterfalls or
mountaintop views. The wildlife

the girls see is mostly pretty small
and ordinary. (Though one time,
they spotted an escaped rooster
roaming the woods!) But this

Hand in hand, the girls
carefully clamber down the
riverbank. At right, Chelsea
can’t resist reaching in to
touch the cool water.

Break time! The girls relax
on a sidewalk mural that tells
visitors to keep pollution out
of the waterways.

everyday nature is still awesome.
And the special time with friends
is lots of fun.
“We hold hands, talk about
school and family, sing songs,
and laugh a lot,” says Laurie.
“And we are nice to each other!”
Along with fresh air and a dip
in a river, what could be better
than that? =

What did YOU
find? On the
riverbank, the
kids pick up
worms, clams,
and other tiny
critters for a
closer look.

GREEN
H UR

BE A

HIKING

DETECTIVE
Hit the trail of a nearby park
to search out the following
nature items. Check off each
one you “detect.”
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SAnimal tracks
SAnt
SBare leaf tree
SBeautiful butterﬂy
SBirdcall
SBird nest
SCaterpillar
SCloud that looks
like an animal
SDeer
SDuck
SEvergreen tree
SFeather
SFly
SFour-leaf clover
SFrog
SGreen insect
SGroundhog

SMaple tree
SMushroom
SOak tree
SPair of birds
SPine cone
SPond
SPuddle
SRainbow
SRock with a hole
in it
SSpider web
SSquirrel
STall grass
STwig shaped
like a letter
SWind
SWoodpecker
SWorm

Tips for Happy Hiking
Check the weather forecast before you go, then
wear and pack the right gear.
Wear sneakers or hiking boots, not sandals
or ﬂip-ﬂops.
Put on sunscreen and a cap. Sunburn is no fun!
Hike with at least one grownup.
Stick to the marked trails. When possible, keep
track of your progress on a map.
Don’t go off on your own. Even if you stay on trails,
you could head the wrong way and get lost.
Carry out all trash, along with what others
left behind.
Try to enjoy the wildlife from a distance. Leave
the wildﬂowers for others to enjoy. =
PHOTO BY JEFFREY MACMILLAN

These colorful birds from Mexico love to admire
their reﬂections. But look carefully. Can you
ﬁnd 6 bird reﬂections that are wrong?
GAMES BY CLAIRE MILLER

Scarlet
Macaw

ART BY JACK DESROCHER

Northern
Royal
Flycatcher

Ocellated
Turkey

Elegant
Trogon

Resplendent
Quetzal

Keel-Billed
Toucan

TurquoiseBrowed
Motmot

Lovely
Cotinga

Roseate
Spoonbill
Black-Bellied
Whistling Duck
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TREE TRAVELERS

_____ RINGTAIL

These Mexican tree-dwellers have strong legs with sure-grip feet. Circle
the animals’ names in the word search below. Two-part names are in
different places in the puzzle. (One has been done for you.)

_____ WOOLLY
_____ OPOSSUM

X TAMANDUA
_____
_____ SPIDER
_____ MONKEY

L W O O L
O Z B G L
N M T E I
G U A H A
S S I A T

L
E
R
R
I

Y
R
E
L
I

U
P S L N G
I O S A N Q
S
D P T U I
N
E O M G R
S
R X D I M

ALLIGATOR
LIZARD

What do all
these animals
have in common,
besides having
strong legs?
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B
E
L
I

T
A

C
D
G
J

_____ TREE
_____SQUIRREL

M
A
M N M
Z A D O
A R U N
R G A K
D A R E
P Y T Y

estion
To answer the qu
BONUS below, ﬁnd two words in
.
you didn’t circle
the puzzle that

__
___ ___ ___ _
__ ___
___ ___ ___ _

_____ IGUANA

_____ MARGAY

TWO CAN!
Choose a word in the circle below to ﬁnish each of these silly toucan riddles.
1. If each of these birds recycles one ________, how many will they recycle together? Toucans.
2. How many birds can sing a ________? Toucan.
3. What’s this restaurant coupon for? Toucan eat for the ________ of one.
4. Which birds ________ a lot of money? Toucans, because they have big bills.
5. What do you think of toucan riddles? More than toucan be too ________.

duet owe
many can
price

TAPIR TEASER
This BAIRD’S TAPIR from Mexico wonders
how many words you can make using the
letters in its name. At right are some
clues to start you off.
How many MORE words
can you make from my name?

1. Big mouse cousin: __
_ ___ ___
2. Unhappy: ___ ___
___
3. Light in the night sky
: ___ ___ ___ ___
4. Feathered animal: __
_ ___ ___ ___
5. Twisted hair: ___ __
_ ___ ___ ___

Rainbow Birds:

Tree Travelers:

BONUS: long tails

Two Can! 1-can, 2-duet,
3-price, 4-owe, 5-many

Tapir Teaser: 1-rat, 2-sad,
3-star, 4-bird, 5-braid
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nwf.org

Join
the
Club!
RangerRick.org/BookClub

Str-r-retch!

