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Submit your drawings
and photos online at
RangerRick.org/rickysmail.
Or mail them to
Ricky’s Mail
11100 Wildlife Center Drive
Reston, VA 20190
Include your name, address,
and age on the back of
your drawing or photo.

Use a QR reader
to see more photos
and drawings online.
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Watch this rabbit
hop about on a
breezy spring day.
PHOTO BY JOHN COLLINS /
HAPPY MEDIUM PRODUCTIONS
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Like a rabbit, a hare hops on its big
back feet. Turn to page 18 to find out
how hares and rabbits are different.
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Let’s play a game!

Try to find me 4 more
times in this issue!

Answer to Back Cover Question:
The snake on page 4 does not
have eyelids.

Elephant has hare ears.
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Fox has monkey ears.
Deer has panda ears.
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Hare has deer ears.
Monkey has fox ears.
Panda has elephant ears.

MEET

Have you outgrown
this magazine?
Switch to Ranger Rick.
Call 1-800-611-1599.
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“Animal Fun” Answers, page 24
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Snakes
do not
have ey
elids.
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CAMELS

Baby camels do not have humps.
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PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MINDEN PICTURES
FIDDLER CRAB: MARTIN WOIKE / NIS;
ORANGUTANS: SUZI ESZTERHAS;
SNAKE: JELGER HERDER / BUITEN-BEELD;
CAMELS: GERRY ELLIS > <;
SHREW: ANDY SANDS / NPL >;
CATERPILLAR: JOEL SARTORE / NGCREATIVE
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A caterpi
llar has 1
2 eyes,
but it can
’t see we
ll.

Let’s Read
PHOTOS BY
NICOLE SUDDUTH
& STEVE GETTLE

Hi!

My name is Sandy.
I’m a baby crane.

6

Brother
from

Another Mother
Meet a baby crane and a baby goose
that were raised together.

I’m a baby goose.
My name is Gilby.

Turn the page to learn how
Sandy’s family came to adopt Gilby.
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It all started when Sandy’s mom
built a nest and laid an egg.
Then a Canada goose laid an egg
in the same nest and waddled off.

After several weeks, both eggs hatched. Sandy popped
out of one egg, and Gilby popped out of the other.

Gilby didn’t look anything like a
baby crane. But Mama and Papa
Crane didn’t mind. They cared for
Gilby as if he were their own.

Watch Sandy
and Gilby.

Mama Crane
cuddled with Gilby
when he was cold.

Papa Crane
taught Sandy and
Gilby how to find
worms to eat.

10

Mama Crane watched
over Gilby as he learned
to swim.

The cranes—and the
baby goose—were

one big, happy family.
¡Hola!

Read the story in Spanish.
RangerRick.org/BrothersSP
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The Treasure Hunt
STORY BY KATHY KRANKING

÷ ILLUSTRATIONS BY CHRISTIAN SLADE

“Look at this cool rock I found!” said
Ricky Raccoon. “It’s shaped like a
perfect oval.”
His friends Flora Skunk, Mitzi Mink,
Bizzie Beaver, and Mrs. Cardinal all
gathered around for a look.
“Very nice, Ricky,” said Mrs. C. “You
know, that gives me an idea. Let’s
meet back here after lunch. I’ll have
a surprise for you!”
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That afternoon, the friends met up
again with Mrs. C. “I thought of
something fun for you all to do,” she
said. The gang noticed she was holding
a piece of paper. “You’re going on a
treasure hunt!”
“That sounds great!” said Ricky.
“Sure does!” agreed Flora. “But what
kind of treasure will we be searching
for, Mrs. C?”

“Oh, that’s the best part!” the cardinal
answered. “You’re going to be hunting
for shapes in nature!” Mrs. C handed
the paper to Ricky. “Work together, and
I’m sure you can find all the shapes on
this list! Have fun!” She flew off.
Ricky began reading from the list as the
others gathered around him. “Circle,
diamond, star, triangle….” He wrinkled
up his nose in confusion. “How could we
find a star during the day? And what
could be shaped like a triangle? I’ve
never seen any of these shapes in Deep
Green Wood.”
“It does seem hard,” agreed Mitzi.
“But let’s start looking. Mrs. C must
know what she’s doing.”

The friends walked along the path
together. Bizzie looked up. Flora looked
down. Ricky peeked under bushes.
Mitzi studied a log.
“I don’t see any shapes anywhere!” said
Ricky. He plopped down in a sunny spot
next to some wildflowers.
“What are we going to do?” asked Flora.
She sat down next to Ricky and began
sniffing the flowers. Then she gasped. “A
shape!” she shouted. “I found a shape!”
“What! Where?” cried the others,
looking all around.
Flora pointed at the flower she had been
sniffing. “Right here,” she said. “The
center of the flower is a perfect circle!”

“Hey, you’re right!” said Ricky. “We
thought we couldn’t find any shapes.
And there was one right under your
nose.” Everyone laughed.
“Let’s keep looking,” said Bizzie
excitedly. The friends started down
the path again.
It wasn’t long before Mitzi started
squealing. “Oh! I found a star—lots
of stars!” She pointed up at the tree
branches. They were covered with
bright green, star-shaped leaves.
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Now the friends began finding shapes
everywhere! Bizzie found more circles
on a butterfly’s wing. Ricky found a
turtle with diamond shapes on its
shell. Flora found half-circles of fungus
growing on a tree stump.
“Wow!” said Ricky. “Things are really
shaping up now!”
Suddenly there was a “Pssst!” The
friends turned to see Flora pointing into
a bush. When they came over to her she
whispered, “Shhh! Look!”

Sitting on a branch inside the bush
was a bird’s nest. “Cup shape!”
whispered Bizzie. “Good job, Flora!”
“Look inside,” said Flora quietly.
The friends peeked over the edge of
the nest. Ricky smiled and whispered,
“Oval eggs!”
Then the four pals moved away from
the bird’s nest. “Well,” said Mitzi, “we’ve
found almost everything on the list.
But we still need to find a triangle and
a rectangle.”
“Wait a minute,” said Bizzie as he
playfully tugged at Ricky’s ear. “I see
two triangles. Ricky’s ears!”

Ricky giggled, and then he said, “I see
two rectangles.” He pointed at Bizzie’s
smile. “Bizzie’s teeth are rectangles!”
Everyone laughed. “Gosh,” said Ricky.
“When we started, we didn’t think we
could find any shapes at all. Now we’ve
found lots—even on ourselves!”
The treasure hunt had been great fun.
But now the sun dipped low in the sky.
The afternoon was turning to evening.
“Guess it’s time to start heading home,”
said Flora.
“Yeah,” agreed Bizzie. “I’m ready to look
for something shaped like dinner!”
15

Go Wild for
April 22 is Earth Day.
Celebrate by making
your part of the Earth a
better place for animals.

1

Put out a dish
of water for
animals to drink.

2
Make a bird feeder
filled with seeds.

16

Earth Day!
3

Plant milkweed
for butterflies to
lay their eggs on.

ILLUSTRATION BY EDWARD MILLER

4
Hang a house
that gives bats a
safe place to rest.

Pledge to live
every day as
Earth’s best friend!
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Let’s Read
PAUL SAWER / FLPA /
MINDEN PICTURES

Hares look like rabbits
and move like rabbits,
but they aren’t rabbits.
Turn the page to learn three ways
hares are different from rabbits.
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hare

1
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Size

Hares are bigger than rabbits. They have
larger hind legs and feet. Hares also have longer ears.

Speed

2

Hares are faster than rabbits.

PAUL SAWER / FLPA / MINDEN PICTURES
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Babies

Newborn rabbits
are hairless and
helpless. They are
called kittens.

kittens
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Baby hares are called
leverets. They are
covered with fur and
can live on their own
soon after birth.
21

Ever
WONDER
WONDER
WONDER

?

Why do skunks spray
a stinky smell?

ILLUSTRATION BY
VIRGINIA GREENE

Skunks spray to protect
themselves. It’s their way
of saying, “Stay Away!”

A skunk will stomp its feet, raise its tail, and
hiss to warn animals that it is about to spray.
22

“Bonnet”
Hats Off
to Bonnie
I can’t
find my hat
anywhere.

It’s not
here either.

What was
that?

You can wear my hat until
those babies leave the nest.

Found it!

Yeah, but I can’t
take it. Those baby birds
need it for their home.
ILLUSTRATIONS BY PARKER JACOBS

No hat
in here.

Don’t worry.
I’ll help you
look for it.

THE END

MIXED-UP EARS
Oh, no! These animals all have the wrong ears.
Find the correct ears for each animal.

monkey

panda

hare
deer

fox

24

elephant

ILLUSTRATIONS BY MIRCEA CATUSANU

Find six more animals
animals that
thatstart
startwith
withthe
theletter
letterH
H. .

Answers: hornbill, hummingbird,
hedgehog, hippo, hyena, heron

We live in a ...

FOREST

The forest we live in is cool and misty.
Lots of bamboo grows here.

Pheasant eats

Red panda sleeps
on a tree branch.

insects on the
forest floor.

Takin (TAH-kin)
climbs on rocks.
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY ALEXANDER VIDAL

I live in this forest, too.
Guess who I am.
1
I was the size of
a stick of butter
when I was born.

2
I eat bamboo for
12 hours each day.

3
I like to
do somersaults.

Turn the page to see who I am.

PHOTO BY JOSEF GELERNTER >

FOREST ANIMALS

PHEASANT

,

Pandas eat bamboo
morning, noon, and night!

RED PANDA

TAKIN

GIANT PANDA

LOOK INSIDE
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CALL OF
THE WILD
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JEAN-LOUIS KLEIN & MARIE-LUCE HUBERT

Find an animal that
does not have eyelids.

A wolf pup practices howling.
Wolves howl to talk to
one another.

Listen to
a wolf howl.

