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L a s t o ne
in the air is a
rotten egg!
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Last September we asked if you’d
ever seen a mouse in your house.
We enjoyed reading about your wild
housemates! Here are just a couple
of your letters.

RESCUE TEAM
One morning, I saw a ﬂash of
something brown in the bathroom. It
was a mouse! My mother caught it in
a towel. Then we carried the mouse to
a local park and set it free. We called
ourselves the Mouse Rescue Team!
Giuliana S., New York

MOUSE-TERY
SOLVED
My sister left
some crackers
in her desk and
noticed that
something had
nibbled on them.
We didn’t know what
critter it was until we saw a mouse
scurrying out of her room one night.
My parents don’t agree, but I think
it ’s so much fun having a mouse in
our house!
Jackson B., Kentucky
MOUSE ART BY JAMAR NICHOLAS

SHE’S A WINNER!
Meet Tui
De Roy, the
winner
of
w
our
o 2019
Ranger Rick
Photographer of the Year Award!
Tui grew up in the Galápagos
Islands, where all of her best friends
were furry, feathered, or scaly. When
she was 10 years old, her father let
her use his old camera. Right away,
Tui started snapping photos of her
animal friends—and she’s never
stopped! Tui has traveled around the
world and photographed wildlife on
all seven continents.
Do you remember the article
about Galápagos sea lions in our
August 2019 issue? (right) Tui took
all the spectacular shots in that
story. (You can check them out at
rangerrick.org/sealions.)
Tui told us that, while she was
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photographing the sea lions, a young
pup hopped out of the water and
rushed over to her. He didn’t stop
until his wet nose and whiskers had
smudged her camera lens! She said,
“It was obvious I wasn’t going to get
his picture. But it turns out I had a lot
more fun watching my playful new
friend than getting the shot I wanted!”
Congratulations, Tui!
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Watch It!

After a day of napping under
the deck, Momcat and her
thirsty kittens come out for
a sip of water.

Nice to Meet You!
Bobcats are pretty shy, and
they rarely come out during the
day. So while millions of people
live within a few miles of a bobcat, most will never see one in
the wild.
But one summer, photographer Karine Aigner got very
lucky. While visiting the Texas
ranch, she spotted a bobcat kitten as it raced across the patio.
After the kitten disappeared,
Karine draped a piece of cloth
between two chairs, hid behind
it with her camera, and waited.

8

Slurp! Momcat gives one of
her kittens a tongue bath.
It was a hot day, and at first
the bobcats were nowhere in
sight. But as the sun started to
set, a mother bobcat appeared
with three kittens!

Bobcat
Facts

As many
as 1 million
bobcats live
in the United
States.

Bobcat
B
kittens are
born blind
and stay with
their moms for
a little less than
a year.

Bobcats
get their
name from
their short tails,
which appear
bobbed, or cut.

Bobcats
are most
active at
dawn and
dusk.

May I have a bite,
Mama? Momcat’s
kittens stick close
to her side when
she has a yummy
rat to share!

On the Hunt
Sometimes, Momcat stayed to
play with the kittens—or to try
to rest while they used her as a
jungle gym. But usually she headed out into the scrubby desert to
hunt for her favorite meal: small
rodents called cotton rats!
While Momcat was away, the
10

kittens wrestled and played.
Sometimes they scrambled up
nearby trees, then hung out for
a while in the branches. Sometimes they climbed right up onto
the roof of the house. When
they got tired, they curled up
together in a sleepy heap to wait
for Momcat to come back.

When the kittens first started
eating solid food, Momcat
brought back dead cotton rats or
other small prey for them. But as
the kittens got older and bolder,
Momcat arrived back home with
still-living animals squirming in
her jaws. Then she’d drop the
wounded prey near the kittens.

BY ABBY BARBER

SO MANY CHEETAHS
How many cheetah cubs do you see
in this picture? If you count seven,
you’re spot on. That is the most babies
ever born to one cheetah at Kenya’s
Masai Mara National Reserve! Cheetah
moms usually give birth to only three or
four at a time.
The cheetah is the most endangered
big cat in Africa. The cats are in trouble

because people have taken wild places for
their own use. Some people also shoot
cheetahs for their beautiful fur. Luckily,
the Masai Mara National Reserve is a
wild and protected place. And that
means these record-breaking cheetah
cubs have a good chance to live
peacefully—and maybe raise big
cheetah families of their own!

How to Train a Tortoise
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Offering treats can go a long way in
training animals—including tortoises! At
a zoo in Vienna, Austria, scientists tried to
train giant tortoises to select a ball of a certain color that had a tasty snack hidden
inside of it.
After many tries and many treats, the tortoises learned to choose the right ball almost
every time. And even more amazing, the
tortoises remembered these tricks nine
years later!
Giant tortoises can live to be more than 100
years old. In fact, one of the oldest known
animals in the world is a giant tortoise that is
around 187 years old! You may have heard the
saying, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.”
But what about a really, really old tortoise?

Did You Hear Something?
Have you seen dogs, cats, or people in a
stressful situation? You might have heard them
let out a wimper, hiss, or yell. But what about
bushes, ﬂowers, and trees? Scientists have
discovered that some plants also make sounds
when they’re in trouble.
Using special machines, scientists discovered
that tomato and tobacco plants that needed water
or had been cut made very high-pitched sounds.
Of course, plants don’t have vocal cords. So how
do they “scream”? Scientists think the sounds
may be caused by air bubbles exploding in the
plants’ stems.
Although these noises are ultrasonic (too highpitched for human ears to hear), moths and other
insects may be able to hear them. Scientists think
a sharp-eared insect may decide to steer clear of a
troubled plant and feed on a healthier one instead.
ART BY DAVE CLEGG; BEE ART BY DANIEL

LE JONES

YASHPAL RATHORE/NATUREPL.COM (12T); MICHAE

L KUBA (12B); MARK BUTLER/ STOCKBROKER XTRA/AL

AMY (13B)

Let’s Go Camping!
Each summer, thousands of people pledge to
spend a night outdoors for the National Wildlife Federation’s Great American Campout.
(The National Wildlife Federation is the group
that publishes Ranger Rick.) Would you like to
join them this year? Spending time outside is a
great way to enjoy nature and see wildlife.
Depending on where you camp,
you might spot deer, songbirds,
owls, bats, or other animals. And
getting started is as easy as 1-2-3.

For checklists, activity ideas, and a list of
campouts near you, go online to nwf.org/
great-american-campout. After your night
outdoors, send your best “campies” (camping selﬁe photos) to rick@nwf.org. We may
publish a few of them in a future issue!

1. Ask your family and friends to
join you in the great outdoors. The
more, the merrier!

2. Pick a date that works for everyone and ﬁnd a place to go: a local
state park, a national park, or even
right in your own backyard.
3. Pack everything you need for a
fun night. Bring tents, sleeping bags,
wildlife guides, binoculars, snacks,
s’mores ingredients, board games,
and anything else you may want.
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ANIMAL ATHLETES

Human athletes test their speed, strength, and endurance in lots of different
sports competitions all over the world. How would animals stack up against
those athletes if they could compete, too? Let’s ﬁnd out!
BY LUISE WOELFLEIN; ART BY BRIAN WHITE

TRACK AND FIELD

COUGAR

WHITE-TAILED
JACKRABBIT
CHEETAH

100-METER DASH
The title of “World's Fastest Human” goes to
the person who can run 100 meters fastest.
So what creature would be named “World's
Fastest Animal” if it were in the race? A
cheetah! Zipping along at more than 60 miles
per hour, a cheetah would be celebrating its
victory while the fastest human sprinter was
less than halfway down the track!
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LONG JUMP
The long-jump champion of the animal world
would be a very tiny athlete: a ﬂea. Some
kinds of ﬂeas can jump 200 times their body
length. If a ﬂea were the size of a human,
it would be able to jump the length of four
football ﬁelds in a single bound!

FLEA

MARATHON

HIGH JUMP
Top human jumpers can leap over bars
that are eight feet off the ground. But
a cougar may spring 18 feet in the air—
from a sitting position! The silver medal
might go to a white-tailed jackrabbit. It
can jump 12 feet up—pretty impressive
for an animal that’s only two feet long!

Marathon runners aren’t as fast as sprinters,
but they can keep up their speed for long
distances. A pronghorn can run 30 miles an
hour for more than 20 miles. That means
it would ﬁnish a marathon (26.2 miles) in
less than an hour! (It takes the fastest longdistance human runners about TWO hours.)
Of course, human marathoners are stuck
on the ground. But if there were a ﬂight
marathon (an AIR-athon?) the winner might
be the bar-tailed godwit. This bird ﬂies from
Alaska to New Zealand—an 8-day, 7,000mile trip—without ever stopping to rest!

BAR-TAILED
GODWIT

PRONGHORN
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SWIMMING AND DIVING
400-METER FREESTYLE

MARATHON SWIM

No swimmer in the world would want
to compete against a sailﬁsh. This large
ﬁsh can torpedo through the water at 68
miles per hour. A sailﬁsh would ﬁnish a
400-meter swim in about 13 seconds!
(The fastest human swimmer takes 3
minutes and 40 seconds!)

A champion human swimmer can ﬁnish
a 10-kilometer (6.2-mile) marathon swim
in a little under two hours—and would
be gasping for breath at the end. A polar
bear would ﬁnish in about half that time.
And it could keep swimming at the same
pace for another 50 miles!

POLAR BEAR

SAILFISH
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DIVING

SPINNER DOLPHIN

Human dive champions gracefully twist and
turn as they fall toward the water. But a spinner
dolphin would surely defeat them all. It can
rotate up to seven times in one second in the
air—and that’s after jumping 10 feet out of the
water. No diving board needed!
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GYMNASTICS
BALANCE BEAM
Have you ever watched a squirrel make its
way along a narrow branch? If so, you’d know
it would be a balance-beam champ. Squirrel
bodies seem designed for this event! Their
tails help them keep their balance. Their grippy
feet let them hold on tight. Pads on their feet
cushion their landings. And being able to easily
jump from one end of the beam to the other
would win them style points from the judges!

SQUIRREL

FLOOR ROUTINE

GOLDEN WHEEL
SPIDER
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If golden wheel spiders competed in
a ﬂoor routine, they would blow away
the competition. These dwellers of
Africa’s Namib Desert can escape
hungry wasps by cartwheeling down
sand dunes at the rate of 44 turns
per second!

WEIGHTLIFTING

TOKAY GECKO

Ounce for ounce, a rhinoceros beetle would
win this competition every time. These beetles
can lift 100 times their own weight. Even more
impressive, they can walk around carrying 30
times their weight for more than half an hour!
If the strongest human weightlifter could do
that, he could carry an elephant and not break
a sweat! =

SPORT CLIMBING
A tokay gecko would beat even the most
skillful human climber in this event. These
tropical Asian lizards have sticky toes
that let them quickly scurry up and across
all sorts of surfaces—even ceilings and
smooth glass. They are lightning-fast. And
their toes are so grippy that one gecko
foot can support 20 times the weight of
its owner’s body.

RHINOCEROS
BEETLE
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How do sea stars eat?
Where do waves come
from?
Josh K., New York
Anything that pushes against the
water makes waves, Josh. But
wind is the cause of most waves.
Strong winds make bigger waves
than gentle breezes do. Even a
storm way out at sea can make
waves—sometimes really big
waves that pound on the shore.
Underwater earthquakes and
landslides as well as volcanoes
that erupt on the ocean floor
cause waves, too. Those waves
are called tsunamis (tsoo-NAHmeez). They’re the biggest
waves of all.
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Kari S., Ohio

If you were to turn over a sea
star, you would see an opening
in the center of its underside.
The opening is right where all
the arms come together. That’s
the sea star’s mouth.
All sea stars have arms with
lots of little suction cups. The
cups help a sea star grab on to
small animals such as worms
and stuff them into its mouth.
The cups also help it open the
shells of animals such as oysters,
mussels, and clams.

Let’s say a sea star gets
its arms around a clam. The
arms grip both halves of its
shell and try to pull them
apart. Eventually, the clam
gets tired, and its shell opens
just the tiniest bit. Now the sea
star pushes its stomach out
through its mouth—and into
the opening. The stomach starts
digesting the clam. When the
sea star finishes eating, it pulls
its stomach back into its body.
Sea stars really know how to
“eat out”!

Can animals get sunburned?
Elena C., New Mexico

Some animals that have skin
rarely go out in the sun. But
those that do usually have a
way to protect their skin from
the sun’s harmful rays. Fur
acts as a sunscreen for most
mammals, while feathers do the
job for birds. And most reptiles
have special coloring or thick
scales to help keep their skin
from burning in the sun.
Some mammals, such as pigs
and rhinoceroses, have hardly
any hair to protect them. They
may cover themselves in mud to
block out the sun’s rays. Hippos
produce their own sunscreen:
a reddish oily liquid that oozes
out through their skin.

Still, sunburn happens. For
example, pale-skinned pets
could use some sunblock when
they go outside. And so could
whales that spend a lot of time
at the water’s surface!

Do centipedes really have
100 legs?
Sophie D., Texas
Well, their name does mean
“hundred-footer.” But there are
many kinds of centipedes, and
most have a lot fewer than 100
legs—around 30 or so. Some
have more than 300, though!
What about millipedes? Their
name means “thousand-footer.”
No millipede has 1,000 legs, but
at least one kind has as many as
750. That’s pretty close.

Do animals laugh?
Elijah R., Virginia

Ha-ha, that sure is a funny
question, Elijah!
You laugh, of course. And
great apes laugh, too. If you
tickled a chimp, you’d hear a
panting sound that means the
same thing as a kind of human
laughter.
And what does the laughter
mean? Well, imagine chasing
a friend around and roughhousing a little bit. You
probably do that sometimes,
and some animals do it, too—
especially young ones. You’re

just playing around, but it can
look a lot like fighting. Laughing
helps to remind everyone, “Hey,
this is just for fun, right? I feel
safe and relaxed.” That way no
one gets hurt.
Rats “laugh,” too, when being
tickled. But the sound is so
high-pitched that you can’t hear
it without a special instrument.
Who knows? There could be
even more animals getting the
giggles out there.

Where are a whale’s ears?
Halden J., Utah

Whales have no ear flaps, or
outer ears, like the ones we
have on both sides of our
heads. In fact, the only part of
the ear that shows on a whale is
a tiny opening behind each eye.
Ear flaps are great for
gathering sounds from the
air. But such flaps would be
useless under water. Besides,
they would stick out and spoil
the whale’s sleek shape, which
allows it to slip so smoothly
through the water.
A whale has two middle and
inner ears, just as you do. These
ears are buried inside its skull.
With them, whales can hear low
rumbles to super-high clicks.
They also can tell the direction
that sounds are coming from
underwater, which is something
you can’t do. =

ART BY DEBBIE PALEN
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If these snorkeling kids are
lucky, they may catch sight of a
hellbender hiding under a rock.

A hellbender breathes underwater through its rippled skin.
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Male hellbenders
ﬁght each
other over a
nesting site.

Trash is just one
kind of pollution that
makes life difficult
for these rare salamanders.
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WATCH IT!

Mr. Mom
Hellbenders use rocky hideouts
for more than just places to rest
during the day. They also use them
as nesting spots for their eggs.
During mating season, males
often fight over the best rocks to
nest under. Once a male has won
his spot, he’ll dig a hole under it,
then wait for an interested female
to come along. The female will lay
anywhere from 200 to 500 eggs in
the nest. Then the male fertilizes
the eggs with his sperm. After

When forests are
cut down for building, soil washes
into streams and
ruins hellbender
habitat.

that, the female leaves, and
the male is in charge.
For the next few months,
the dad hellbender guards the
eggs. (But sometimes he may
get hungry enough to eat a few.)
Once the eggs hatch, the hundreds
of baby salamanders, called larvas,
will soon swim off on their own.

Troubles for Hellbenders

clear away trees to build buildings
and make farms, causing more
problems. Without tree roots to
hold the ground in place, rain
washes soil into the hellbenders’
streams. This clouds up the water,
fills in the spaces under rocks, and
buries hellbender eggs.
But there’s some good news.
Scientists have been breeding hellbenders in zoos. They’ve also been

collecting hellbender eggs from
the wild and raising the young.
In both cases, when the hellbenders are about 3 years old
and almost 10 inches long, the
scientists release them in places
with the clearest, healthiest water. With help from people, these
slimy salamanders may be able
to slide safely into the future. =

Even if a larva survives to become
an adult, a hellbender faces a lot
of challenges. These animals have
disappeared from many rivers
and streams where they once
lived. Many die from disease.
But the biggest problem
for hellbenders is that
their streams are being
ruined. Chemicals from
farming and mining
pollute their streams,
making it hard for them
to breathe. And people

Scientists are breeding
hellbenders in captivity.
When these babies get
bigger, they will be released
into the wild.
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What do wolves say wh
en
they greet each other?

“Howl nice to see you.”
Adam B., Virginia

What do flowers call
their young friends?

Buds.
Zaire K., Florida

How do bees get to class?

They take the school buzz.
Mariam A., California

How do scientists freshen
their breath?

With experi-MINTS.
Max A., Indiana

s go
Where do kangaroo
when they’re sick?

The hops-pital.

a
Ellie R., North Carolin

Where do rodents go
on vacation?

Hamsterdam.
Caroline E., Connecticut

WANT TO JOIN THE FUN? Send your favorite nature riddle with your full name and address to Reader Riddles; Ranger Rick;
11100 Wildlife Center Dr.; Reston, VA 20190-5362. E-mail: rick@nwf.org. We like reading all the riddles from our readers. We’re
sorry, but there’s room to print only some of them. All submissions become the property of the National Wildlife Federation.
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ART BY DAVE CLEGG

How NOT to Fish
STORY BY KATE HOFMANN; ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP

Ranger Rick, Scarlett, and Boomer have
just arrived at Shady Pond in Deep
Green Wood for a day of fishing.

I hope we
can catch a few
to fry over a fire.
There’s no better
meal!

This is going
to be the perfect
day! Pole, tackle
box, bait, snacks...
got them all.
Now let’s
hook a mess
of fish!

Boomer, are
those sinkers
made of lead?

You bet.
They’re nice and
heavy to keep my
line deep in the
water.

It’ll work
just fine.

Boomer, you
can’t use those! Lead is
very dangerous for birds
and other animals that
might swallow it.

Put a worm on
your hook and
give it a try!

That’s right.
It poisons
them.

Here, Boomer, use
this sinker instead.
It’s made from
safe metal.

Well,
OK, as
long as it
works.

Okay... here
goes!
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Whoa!

Boomer,
you almost
snagged Rick!

Whoops,
sorry, Rick.

Boomer, you
have to be really
careful when casting
your line near
others!

I will,
I promise!

You’ve got
a fish on your
line, Boomer!

Hold tight,
Boomer! Reel
it in!

Bad luck!
The fish got
away!

I’m
trying!

You bet
I do!

Oh, no,
the line
broke!

You’ll have
to go remove
the line!

Oh, no, Boomer,
your line got caught
in the tree when it
snapped!

I’ll get
all wet!

I’ll never
get this
untangled!
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Birds, turtles, and
other animals get tangled
in left-behind fishing line.
They can get hurt
or die.

The next
one better not
get away!

I’ve got
another one!

All right,
all right.

Take these
scissors.

Is it
a keeper,
Rick?

A short while later, after everyone
has caught some fish …

Looks a
little small.
I’ll have to
measure it.

Too small—I’ll
have to throw
this one back.
But I think we
have plenty for
our fish fry.

No way,
I can’t stop
now!

They’re
really biting
now!

Boomer, we
have to follow the
rules about how many
we can keep.

Even if we
haven’t hit the
limit, we should
take only what
we’ll use.

RANGER RICK’s
FIELD NOTES

Whew,
fishing has a
lot of rules.

Fishing right is
best for everybody—
fish, other animals,
AND the ones
fishing.

It sure is.
And I’d say today
was “o-fish-ally”
great!

leave behind any fishing line,
• Don’t
hooks, lures, or other tackle.
use lead sinkers or jigs
• Don’t
(hooks with weights attached).

•
•
•

Birds can be poisoned by them in
two ways: 1) Water birds such as
loons and swans swallow lost lead
weights because they look like the
pebbles the birds swallow to help
them grind up their food. 2)
Eagles and other birds eat fish
that have swallowed lead.
Carry the right tools, such as
pliers for pulling out hooks and
scissors for removing tangled line.
Follow your state’s rules about
fishing licenses, size limits, and
catch limits.
Fish with a grownup and always
play it safe around water.
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SPOTLIGHT: RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER

BY ELLEN LAMBETH
PHOTOS BY MAC STONE

Believe it or not,
ﬁre helps this
woodpecker survive.
And the bird needs all
the help it can get.

This red-cockaded
woodpecker brings a
meal of ants to the chicks
inside its nest hole. The
sticky sap around the
hole helps keep any
chick-snatchers out.
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Red-cockaded (kah-KAY-did)
woodpeckers live only in
open pine woodlands of the
Southeast (see map). And
for the pine trees to have
room to grow, they need fire
to keep other kinds of trees
away. So it’s true that fire is
this little bird’s best friend.
In these areas, lightning
sometimes sparks low fires
that sweep through and
quickly burn off grasses and
shrubs. They also burn any
“invading” kinds of trees.
Meanwhile, thick bark and
tough needles protect the
pines from the flames. Once
one of these good fires passes through, it leaves behind
patches of bare sandy soil.
And those are perfect places
for the seeds of new grasses,
wildflowers, and pines to
sprout and grow.
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Fussy Nesters
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Most woodpeckers nest
in just about any kind of
dead tree. But red-cockaded woodpeckers nest
only in living pines. When the
birds peck into the live wood,
sap oozes out. And gooey
sap around nest holes keeps
snakes and other hungry
creatures from crawling in!
It’s not easy to see the tiny
red patch—the cockade—on
each side of a male’s head
(circle). It’s often hidden under
other feathers.

where red-cockaded woodpeckers live

This small ﬁre was
set on purpose.
The pines, where
woodpecker
families live, are in
no danger. But the
ﬂames will keep
other kinds of trees
from taking over.

where red-cockaded woodpeckers once lived

Virginia
Virginia

Missouri
Kentucky

North Carolina

Tennessee
Oklahoma

Arkansas

South
Carolina
Georgia

Texas

Alabama
Florida

Louisiana
Mississippi
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Birds in Trouble

Things started going badly
for red-cockaded woodpeckers long ago, when so many
big, old pines were cut for
lumber. Then people took over
the land for farms and towns.
In places where the woodlands remained, the problems
didn’t end. There was a time
when people didn’t realize
how important fire was to the
survival of these pines. So
they rushed to put out any
natural fires. But that just

A scientist uses a long
pole with a camera on
the end to peek inside
a nest hole. Uh-oh, a
ﬂying squirrel seems
to have taken over
this woodpecker hole
(circle).
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allowed other trees to grow in
and crowd out the pines.
To the Rescue!

Now people are working
hard to help red-cockaded
woodpeckers make a comeback. They may let natural
fires burn or set some “controlled burns” to imitate
lightning-caused fires.
They also work to save
as much woodland as
possible. They even
ask landowners

in the area to protect—and
maybe even add more—pines
on their properties.
People are also making
the job of nesting easier for
the woodpeckers. It can take
months or even years to
peck out a nest hole in the

These week-old chicks
just had ID bands put
on their legs. That way,
scientists can track them
as they grow up and start
families of their own.

wood of a living tree! So the
birds look for older pines,
which are usually softer inside than younger trees. But
there aren’t many of these old
pines left. So people drill into
younger trees to make artificial nest holes.
Another way scientists help
is by moving some woodpeckers from places where there
are already enough of these
special birds to new places
that need more. With friends
like these, red-cockaded
woodpeckers are getting a
big boost. Here’s hoping their
numbers continue to grow! =

A banded adult woodpecker makes a delivery
to an artiﬁcial nest that
scientists placed in this
young pine.
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A

Match these birds with their bird names.
___ 1
___ 2
___ 3
___ 4
___ 5
___ 6

tall-crested sword-billed creeper
three-wattled bellbird
double-crested wattled chiffchaff
green-cheeked spoonbilled wader
masked yellow-billed honeyeater
blue-crowned scissor-billed dabbler

Only one of these birds is for
real. Read the clues to ﬁnd
out which one.
The real bird . . .
HINT
• has a straight bill.
crest
• has no cheek patch. crown
• has black around
bill
cheek
its eyes.
• has no crest.
wattle

BONUS

B

F
D
E
C
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___ 2. Chameleons snatch bugs with their
super-stretchy, sticky-tipped
tongues.

e.
an tast
h
___ 3. Snakes ﬂick out their forked
t
e
r
o
,
om
h
d
c
s
a
e
e
u
r
g
tongues to sniff the air.
ton
b, cool,
Animal
mple
rab, na
a
g
x
,
e
b
u
h
r
c
c
a
Some s care! Match e
ox.”
s
“tool b
r
e
o
,
h
t
ll
e
in
m
s
ools
___ 6. When dogs pant,
of the t
to one
water evaporates
___ 4. Butterﬂies straighten
from their tongues,
out their coiled
getting rid of extra
C
“tongues” to
B
heat.
A
suck up nectar.
G
F
E
D

___ 5. Blue-tongued skinks
ﬂip out their tongues
to startle enemies.
___ 7. Cats use their
rough tongues
to clean
their fur.

___ 1. Giraffes wrap their long,
ﬂexible tongues around tasty
leaves to pull them off branches.

These animals are missing their whiskers!
See what each one has to say about the whiskers it needs.
Then draw them on!
walrus
bearded pig

My mustache looks like a
broom. Add some tusks
while you’re at it, please.

Behind my snout,
my whiskers point
north, south, east,
and west.

house cat
My dainty
whiskers stick out
right and left.

emperor tamarin
I’m missing my
handsome, curved,
white mustache.
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catﬁsh

bearded seal

Please give me 2
whiskers on my snout
and 4 on my chin.

Some of my whiskers
are curly, and some
are straight.

mountain
goat

A true horn is a bony growth on a hoofed
animal’s head. But sometimes things
we call “horns” aren’t horns at all.
Fill in the blanks to ﬁnd out
which of these animals
has true horns.

moose
great
horned
owl

It’s NOT a horn
when it’s . . .
1. a venomous spine on a ﬁn of a _____________ .
2. a long, sword-like tooth on a _____________.
3. made from keratin (the same stuff your hair and
nails are made of) on the nose of a _____________ .
4. a tuft of feathers on a _____________ .
5. an antler on a male ____________ .
The animal with true horns
is the _____________ .

When you
come to a star,
lift your pencil
and begin
again at the
next number.

I

K

21
J

D

H

10
9

G
F

Q

E

C

8
7

B

R

A

S

6

★

16

18

13
12
11
1

2

4
22

3

23

5
24

Example:
- - - - - - - -★

---- ----

15
14

T

Bucky Whitetail
→ (horns or antlers?)

17

Kelly Kudu
(horns or antlers?)

Absurd Birds: 1-B, 2-E,
3-C, 4-D, 5-F, 6-A.
The real bird is E.

P

What’s the Difference?
horns...
• end in single points.
• are permanent.
• grow on all males
and many females.
antlers...
• branch into many points.
19
• drop off each year.
• usually grow only
20
on males.

Tricky Tongues: 1-E, 2-F,
3-A, 4-G, 5-B, 6-D, 7-C

NOTE

horn shark

Wanted: Whiskers

Do the dot-to-dots to draw
the headgear on these two
hoofed animals. Then read
What’s the Difference?
L
to help ﬁgure out
which creature has
M
antlers and which
O
has horns.
N

rhinoceros

When is a Horn Not a
Horn? 1-horn shark,
2-narwhal, 3-rhinoceros,
4-great horned owl,
5-moose. The mountain
goat has true horns.
Heavy Headgear: Bucky
Whitetail is a deer
(antlers), Kelly Kudu
is an antelope (horns)

narwhal
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