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Are we
there yet,
Rick?

Who knows?
The map says
we should be, but
this doesn’t
look right.

All I can see
are endless rows
of—who knows
what?

Huh?

Yep,
that’s me. Glad
you all could make
it—but sorry we
had to meet
HERE!

Jenny?

Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox,
and Boomer Badger are looking for
Jenny Jackrabbit. Jenny has asked
them to meet her on the high plains of
Texas to see “something special.” But
this place doesn’t look special at all!

What’s that
sound?

Look!
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What
IS this place,
anyway?

You’re
in cotton country,
folks, and this is
a giant field of
cotton plants.

But what’s
up with that awful
bug spray?

Most farmers
use chemicals to kill
insects and weeds. And
they use other chemicals
to make their plants
grow faster and
bigger.

Jenny explains that in a few months these
plants will be covered with clumps of white,
fluffy cotton. Farmers will then pick the
cotton and sell it to be made into cotton cloth,
cotton balls, and many other products.

We’ll
never outrun
it, Rick!

Eeeeeww! This
smells GROSS.
What IS it?

It’s a
plane, and it’s
coming right at
us. Run!

Then dive for
cover!

COUGH,
COUGH!

I think we
just got zapped
with bug poison.
We’d better get it
off—and fast!

But that
must be bad news
for all kinds of
OTHER living
things.

A few minutes later . . .
This water
doesn’t smell
much better than
that poison.

That’s
because it
ISN’T much
better.

It’s so
peaceful here.
And that water
is sparkling
clean!

It is, and
I’ll tell you more.
But first we need
to get you guys
cleaned up.
Follow me.

Yeah!
Last one in is a
Texas horned
toad!

Wow—
look at all the
wild plants and
creatures!

Welcome
to Green Acres,
my friends—a very
special kind of
cotton farm!

After a nice long swim . . .

Hey,
where did
Jenny go?
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And that’s
hard to do, unless
customers are willing
to pay a bit more—
like when they buy
T-shirts!

Look—there
she is. And a
coyote is right
on her tail!

Ah—
I thought
so!

Huh?

Run, Jenny,
RUN!

I lost
sight of
them!

Let’s go
around to
get a better
view.

Look—an
entrance to a
burrow. And
there goes the
coyote!

So, things
Yep—
aren’t so peaceful
Jenny,
saved by an old
here at Green
are you OK?
badger den.
Acres, after all!

Let’s
check it
out.

Here—
I have something
for each of you.

Before
you put them
on, read the
label!

Wow—
thanks,
Jenny!

Oh, no
problem, Scarlett.
I’ll take coyotes
over bug poisons
anytime!

Wish I’d
known about
organic cotton
before.

What do you
mean?

I mean that
this is an organic
farm, Rick. THAT
means a good life for
people AND for wild
creatures!
Jenny explains that organic farms do not use
harmful chemicals. That way, the soil, water,
wildlife, and workers can stay healthier.
Organic farms also may have lots of places
where wild creatures can find good food,
shelter, and places to raise their young.
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Then why
aren’t ALL
farms organic?

It costs more
to raise organic crops,
Rick, so the cotton has
to be sold at a
higher price.

No worries,
Boomer. It’s not
what you did in the
past that matters.
It’s what you do in
the FUTURE!

And that
includes passing on
the good word about
going organic: It may cost
YOU a bit more, but it
costs the EARTH a
lot less!

MORE FACTS

• Cotton is just one of many
different kinds of crops
grown on organic farms. You
and your family can check
your favorite supermarket
for organic fruit, vegetables,
milk, and many other foods.
If your market doesn’t carry
organic products, tell the
store manager that you’d
like it to.
• You and your family can
buy many organic products
online. For clothing made
from organic cotton, for
example, you could visit
sosfromtexas.com and
recycleatee.com.
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