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Ranger Rick’s

Sure is
beautiful
up here.

I’m getting
rid of them and trusting
my own two feet!

Oooooof!

Here, grab
my paw, put your
shoe back on, and
let’s keep going.

Gotta be a
grizzly bear!

But
don’t bears
hibernate in
winter?

A few minutes later . . .

Yep, but I hear it’s
been warm around here
lately. Maybe the bear
woke up to look for food.
Come on, let’s see where
these go!

What—
are you
crazy?
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That smaller
animal is a wolverine,
and it’s guarding the
dead mountain goat
it found.

But that
guy doesn’t have
a chance against
that huge bear!

Don’t be
so sure.

RRRAWRRR!

The snow is too
soft and deep to
walk on without
those shoes,
Boom.

Have some
patience, Boomer.
You’ll get the hang
of walking in those
things.

These are
huge! What
could have made
them?

Whoa—
look!

But these
snowshoes are
a big pain!

Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox,
and Boomer Badger are snowshoeing high in the Rocky Mountains.

Help! I’m
stuck!

Uh-oh,
what’s that?

Yep—I love
this powdery
snow!

We’ll be
able to see from
the top of
this hill.

Look!
Tracks!

Come on,
Boomer. We’ll keep
our distance if we
see the bear.

GRAAAAHHHRAAAHHH!

Hello, there.
I’m Ranger Rick
Raccoon and this
is Scarlett Fox.

That little
wolverine
won!

Let’s go
introduce
ourselves.

Yeah, right.
You two go ahead.
I’ll wait here.

Well, this
is an honor! I’ve
heard all about
you two!

And that
guy back there
is Boomer
Badger.
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I’m Westin.
Welcome to the
Rockies!

Glad to
be here,
Westin.

And glad
you were able
to chase off that
grizzly! Here comes
our friend
Boomer.

Oh, grizzlies
are nothin’. We
wolverines have
other things to
worry about.

Westin tells his new friends that less
snow has been falling in winter, and it
melts faster in spring. That’s trouble
for mother wolverines, which dig deep
burrows in snow for raising babies. If
the snow melts too soon, predators can
find the dens and kill the little ones.

Oh, NO!
They’re
coming!

What’s
coming,
Westin?

Let’s go
see how Westin
is doing.

Yeah—
just a bit shook
up, I guess.

Boomer, you
OK?

A moment later . . .
Glad
everyone’s
OK!

Lots more
I’m amazed
Even more
are
coming
to see those
than
a grizzly,
to the high counthings way
huh?
try, and they scare
up here!
me every time!

Snow
machines!
Run!
Me, too.

But that old
goat was mostly
bones!

Hurry,
Boomer—they’re
catching up to
you!

Ha! With
THESE teeth
and jaws,
bones are like
dessert!

So I
guess that
grizzly was
smart to leave
you alone.
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• Wolverines live in
some of the coldest,
snowiest places on
Earth. Most live in
Canada, Alaska, and
Russia. But fewer than
300 still live in the
“lower 48” states—
mostly in the highest
parts of the Rocky
Mountains.
• Rick’s good news for
Westin is that scientists are studying
wolverines to learn
more about what they
need to survive.
Others are trying to
control global warming.
And still others are
trying to get the U.S.
and state governments to do more to
protect them.
• Wolverines can travel
for hundreds of miles
over deep snow to find
the food they need.
Their huge, flat feet
act as snowshoes,
keeping them from
sinking in too far.

Ah—
that reminds me!
I was enjoying a nice
meal before that
bear came along.

That’s right—
wolverines are super
tough! But too bad
that won’t fix ALL our
problems!!

MORE FACTS

Well, people
are trying to help
wolverines increase in
number, Westin. I’ll tell
you more about it while
you’re eating those
goat bones!

• Wolverines will eat
almost anything they
find, dead or alive.
They’re so fierce and
powerful that they can
bring down deer and
other animals many
times their size.
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