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Rick—
grab that
net, QUICK!

Dang bees!
I HATE ’em!

Gotcha!

Please
pass the apple
juice, Boomer.

Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox, Boomer Badger,
and Cubby Bear are celebrating summer with a picnic.
Cubby’s
Oh, yeah?
right,
Boomer.
If it weren’t for bees,
Pollinators
such as bees
there’d be no apples
help
bring
us all kinds
to make that
of
good
things.
juice.
Huh?

“Dear Ranger Rick: Something really
cool is happening here. You should
come check it out. Warning: Be ready
to meet a butterfly bigger than a
human house!”
We should
see for ourselves.
Let’s go!

Scarlett explains
that many kinds of
insects, bats, and
birds go from
flower to flower in
search of nectar to
eat. As they do, they
carry the pollen
from one flower to
another. Plants
need pollen to make
seeds and fruit.
Animals that carry
pollen are called
“pollinators.”

Speaking of
pollinators, listen to this.
It’s a letter from Dee Dee,
a butterfly living in
Kansas.

Hey, look—
something’s
coming our way.
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Gee, I’m sorry
for all the trouble. I’m
just so hungry that
I lost control of
Hungry
myself!
enough to eat
a balloon?

Ranger Rick introduces himself
and his friends and tells the
hummer what happened. The
hummingbird introduces himself
as Huey.

The next day, Rick and his friends are soaring in a hot-air
balloon, heading across the country for kansas.

Look at all
the farmland
down there.

Yeah—and
almost no wild places.
No prairies, no forests,
and hardly any backyard
flower gardens.

Don’t be silly,
Boomer. It was
the color.

Yikes,
he’s heading
straight for the
balloon!

Yes, Rick.
Trouble is, the right kinds
of flowers are getting
harder to find.

Here you go,
Huey. I mixed up some
sugar and water for you.
It’ll help you get your
strength back.
Perfect!

Ranger Rick explains that many
red flowers are full of nectar and
have just the right shape for a
hummer’s bill.
A few minutes later . . .

Looks like
a hummingbird—
and he’s in a big
hurry!

Where
am I, and who
are you?

Come here,
little guy.

After about an hour . . .

Sure am!
Thanks, and goodbye.
Looks as if
you’re ready to By the way—you’re headed
right for an amazing monster
go, Huey!
butterfly. You can’t
miss it!

These farm
fields seem to
go on forever!

Yeah, and we’re
still waiting to see that
you-know-what.
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Hey, what’s
that?

So Dee Dee
and Huey were
RIGHT! There IS a
giant butterfly
in Kansas!

Looks like
some kind of giant
painting.

Speaking of food,
I think we should have
a little celebration of
our own.

WOW!

I’m up
for that!
Let’s go
down and check
it out.

It’s a giant
piece of art made
with all kinds of
live plants!

Unbelievable!

Hello there. Are
you Dee Dee?

I am!

Rick introduces everyone and tells Dee Dee that
the gang has come to see the giant butterfly she
wrote about in her letter.
Isn’t it
amazing? It’s a southern
dogface butterfly just
like ME!

But what’s
it FOR?

And don’t forget
that apple juice you were
drinking. Many foods such
My favorite
as apples wouldn’t exist
pollinators are
without pollinators.
honey bees. I wouldn’t
have my favorite treat
—honey—without
them!

It’s all part
of a great celebration
called National
Pollinator Week.

So that’s what
Huey meant when he
said he couldn’t find
enough of the right
kinds of flowers!

DOGFACE??

That’s right.
Hummers travel hundreds
of miles north every spring.
So they need to find food
along the way.

You know,
that chocolate came
from trees pollinated
by tiny flies.

We’re hoping
that people learn more
about us during National
Pollinator Week this
month. Then maybe they’ll
do more to help!

But many of
us pollinators need
help surviving
these days.

We’ll tell our
readers about it. Everyone
knows that great things
happen when THEY
pitch in to help!

SWEET!

MORE FACTS
• About 100 of the most
common fruits, nuts, and
vegetables come from
plants that honey bees
pollinate. In fact, thousands of different animal
species pollinate plants
that are important to
people.
• Like all wild creatures,
pollinators need
habitat—places where
they can find food, water,
shelter, and space to
raise their young. People
destroy habitat when
they clear land for towns,
roads, and farms.
• The good news is that
many people care about
pollinators. That’s what
National Pollinator Week
(June 18–24) is all
about. You and your
family can celebrate this
special week by helping
pollinators right in your
own backyard. Find out
more by going online to
nwf.org/rangerrick.
• The “crop art” butterfly
in this story was for real.
It was based on a set of
U.S. postage stamps
that featured pollinators.
The art and stamps
helped people spread the
word about pollinators.
How will YOU spread the
word?

Dee Dee explains that changes in the landscape
mean many pollinators are now in trouble and
need people’s help.
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