Ranger Rick’s

story by Kathy Kranking; art by The CharacterShop
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Just then, as Boomer came around a corner . . .

Gasp! I can’t
swim fast
enough!

AAAGH— a
cave spider!

Last month, Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox, and
Boomer Badger were in Tennessee when Boomer saw a
white crayfish. He followed the crayfish, fell into a
hole, and landed in a cave. There he found a basket of
cookies that the crayfish had left behind. When Boomer
ate one of the cookies, he shrank! He then found himself
in an underground river, being chased by a hungry fish.
He struggled to save himself—and the magic cookies.

Well, I guess
I am. I was
following a crayfish
and—

Oh, the
crayfish. You just
missed him.
He went that
way.

Please, don’t
be afraid.
Are you lost?

It’s still
gaining on me!
Wait—I have
an idea!

Here, buddy—
hope you have a
sweet tooth!

I sure hope
I find that crayfish
soon. Maybe he can
tell me how
to get home.

Welcome!
Whoa! I figured
This place is home to
I’d run into bats ALL kinds of creatures—
in a cave.
some that live nowhere
else on Earth.

Wow! I guess caves
really ARE special. And now
what do we have HERE?
Looks like a millipede.

How do
you do?

How
do you . . . wait
a minute! Have you
seen a white
crayfish?

Gulp!
Now to find
that crayfish.

Yay, he’s
shrinking!
See ya later,
guppy!

How do
you do?

He’s down
there.

Oh,
Mr. Crayfish!

I’ve been trying
to find you to
return this.

Thanks!

My cookies!
How nice
of you.
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We’d love
to have
you.

Oh, I’m just
visiting—and now
I need to find
my way home.

It’s so nice You’re so kind,
and dark but I really need
here!
to go home.

Leaving?
But why? Caves are
wonderful places
to live.

I need to
go home. . . .
I need to go
home. . . .

Great! Here are
your favorites—
chocolate chip
cookies!

Uh . . . on second
thought, I’ve had
enough cookies for
one day.
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• In the lower 48
states, about 1,000
species of animals live
only in caves. Many
more species spend
part of their lives
there. Some cave
species are so rare
that they could easily
become extinct.

Yeah—I’m
starving!
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That must
have been
some dream.

MORE FACTS
• Caves are wonderlands filled with many
species of animals. In
Tennessee, there are
more caves than in
any other state.
More than 9,600
have already been
discovered.

Boomer,
wake up!

Well,
welcome back from
wherever you were.
You hungry?

Huh?
I’m back!
And I’m my
normal size!

Yes,
please stay!
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I don’t think
I’ve seen you
around here
before.
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• People can harm
caves with what they
do on the surface
above them. For
example, polluted
water can flow down
into caves.
• People can harm
some caves just by
entering them. They
can disturb the bats
living there. And they
can carry in germs
and other harmful
material.
• The good news is
that many groups are
trying to protect
caves and the amazing and rare creatures
that live there.
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