W

hat is National Wildlife Federation? What started as the vision of conservationist,

U.S. Biological Survey chief, and Pulitzer Prize-winning political cartoonist Jay Norwood
“Ding” Darling in 1936 has turned into the largest grassroots conservation organization in the country.
Today, the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) boasts more than 4 million supporters and 47
autonomous state affiliates, which meet annually to set NWF’s conservation policies. With our
headquarters in Reston, VA, National Advocacy Center in Washington, DC and regional offices across
the country, NWF works in partnership with our affiliates to mobilize our members and supporters to
advance conservation policies that include reducing carbon pollution, connecting kids and nature, and
safeguarding wildlife and habitat. NWF continues to carry out Darling’s vision to unite diverse
constituencies that care about the future of wildlife including hunters, anglers, gardeners, bird
watchers, and scientists.
National Wildlife Federation is also committed to inspiring the next generation of conservationists.
From our award-winning publications like Ranger Rick magazine to programs like Eco-Schools USA to
events like the Great American Backyard Campout, National Wildlife Federation connects with
millions of children and families across the country each and every day, working to protect local
habitats and wildlife and advocating for sound conservation measures at the state and federal level.
This Legislative Agenda provides an overview of the National Wildlife Federation’s key policy
recommendations and goals for the 113th Congress. We are eager to work with Members from both
parties and every state to find balanced, scientifically based solutions to our nation’s most pressing
wildlife and conservation challenges.

C

onfront the Climate Crisis. The growing climate crisis is an overriding danger to

people and wildlife that threatens decades of on-the-ground conservation
progress and puts America’s families and economy at severe risk. By 2050, 30% of the
world’s species will be on the path to extinction. Confronting this crisis requires steady
and resolute efforts to reduce our carbon pollution and transition the country to
cleaner, more secure sources of energy. America’s dependency on higher-cost fossil
fuels will continue to grow and without new action, our carbon pollution will increase by
an additional 5% by 2035, putting more people and wildlife at risk.

H

arness Forests and Farms for Climate and Wildlife. In the wake of an

ever-tightening federal budget, National Wildlife Federation will work with
Congress to protect conservation and energy funding on farms and ranches. The next
Farm Bill should: maintain funding for conservation and alternative energy programs,
disincentivize the conversion of native prairies and floodplain areas to cropland, help
farmers reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve carbon sequestration on our
nation’s private lands. Farm Bill conservation programs are vital for the health of our
soil, water, and wildlife resources on working landscapes and provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation.

C

reate a New American Energy Future. National Wildlife Federation

advocates for the elimination of federal subsidies that contribute to the
country’s fiscal deficit by using taxpayer dollars to distort markets and prices
that foster our continued reliance on polluting sources of energy. NWF
favors eliminating any tax loopholes and subsidies for risky, unconventional,
and super-polluting sources of energy such as tar sands oil, oil shale, and
coal-to-liquids. Instead, National Wildlife Federation supports federal
energy legislation that will spur a rapid transition to clean renewable energy
technologies, including wind, solar, and geothermal, will stimulate the
increased electrification of our transportation systems, and will end energy
waste through improved energy efficiency. Reforming the nation’s energy policies
is critical to rebuilding the country’s economy, generating new jobs, and maintaining our national
security. Accordingly, NWF supports legislation such as the bi-partisan, bi-cameral Incentivizing
Offshore Wind Power Act.
National Wildlife Federation supports funding for federal programs to ensure strong conservation
principles guide smart wind and solar energy development on private and public lands and waters,
and advocates for passage of the Public Lands and Renewable Energy Development Act. This bill
would modernize renewable energy development on public lands while protecting critical fish and
wildlife habitat to address the impacts of development on wildlife and habitat.
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R

educe Carbon Pollution from the Largest Sources. National Wildlife

P

rotect Wildlife and People from the Impacts of Climate Change.

Federation calls upon our elected leaders to create a national climate
change action plan that establishes a clear path for the United States to reduce its
carbon pollution by 50% by the year 2030. NWF will continue to work with
Congress to implement policies that take swift, significant action to reduce
carbon pollution and transition to cleaner, more secure sources of
energy. NWF will also work to ensure lawmakers use and protect the laws we
have on the books – such as the Clean Air Act - to limit carbon pollution from
major air pollution sources like coal-fired power plants, oil refineries, and the
transportation sector. In 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court recognized that Congress’
passage of the Act provided the Environmental Protection Agency the tools necessary to
address the country’s unabated carbon pollution and to protect America’s public health and
natural places from the impacts of climate change. In the first term, the Administration used the
authority of the Clean Air Act to reach an historic agreement between automakers, labor unions,
environmental groups, and others to raise fuel economy standards for cars and trucks that will
reduce 660 million metric tons of carbon pollution per year by 2030 and save consumers money
at the pump. Our federal agencies must be allowed build upon this success and implement
programs that prudently tackle carbon pollution from the largest sources and help the nation
remain competitive in the global economy.

Preparing for and responding to the increasingly severe impacts of
climate change is one of society’s most pressing challenges. As the
devastation of Superstorm Sandy illustrated, climate impacts are already
taking place, and there is an urgent need to make our communities more
climate resilient, and carry out wildlife conservation efforts in a climatesmart manner. NWF urges Congress to promote and enact policies
needed to enhance the climate resilience of our communities, natural
resources, and wildlife ecosystems, and to adequately fund federal, state,
and local climate adaptation efforts. NWF encourages the use of nature-based
approaches for protecting people and property from climate-fueled extreme
weather, and NWF urges Congress to promote the role of healthy natural ecosystems in
reducing human risks from floods, coastal storms, wildfires, and other natural disasters.
Sustaining wildlife in the face of climate change depends on the responsible management of
our lands and waters, and NWF supports continued investment in the wildlife and climate
science that supports climate-smart conservation, as well as robust funding for such
important efforts as the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program, Landscape Conservation
Cooperatives, and for implementation of the recently issued National Fish, Wildlife, and
Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy.
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NWF Regional Centers and Field
Offices

Louisiana Field Office, New Orleans
504-273-4838
Director, Mississippi Delta Restoration: David Muth

Atlanta Field Office
404-876-8733

South Central Regional Center, Austin
512-476-9805
Regional Executive Director: Susan Kaderka

Missoula Field Office
406-721-6705
Senior Director, Western Wildlife: Tom France

Rocky Mountains and Prairies Regional Center, Boulder
303-786-8911
Regional Executive Director: Ann Morgan

California Field Office
209-966-2623
Director: Beth Pratt

Alaska Field Office, Anchorage
907-349-3880
Senior Counsel: Tony Turrini

Pacific Regional Center, Seattle
206-285-8707
Regional Associate Director: Les Welsh

Northeast Regional Center, Montpelier
802-229-0650
Regional Executive Director: Curtis Fisher

Mid-Atlantic Regional Center, Annapolis
443-759-3400
Regional Executive Director: Hilary Falk

Great Lakes Regional Center, Ann Arbor
734-769-3351
Regional Executive Director: Andy Buchsbaum
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C

onservation and Our Children’s Health. Traditionally, the American

conservation movement has relied on individuals who valued the
natural world and developed a stewardship ethic in part because they spent
time playing outdoors as children. Today's children, however, spend less
time outdoors in nature than any generation in human history. Kids are
devoting just four to seven minutes a day on average to unstructured
outdoor play while spending an average of seven and a half hours every
day in front of electronic media — more than a full-time work week. While
this is a troubling trend for the future of American conservation, our
children’s health, our economy and our national security are also at stake.
Over the last 20 years childhood obesity has doubled, adolescent obesity has
tripled, and instances of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) have increased.
In addition to the negative economic impact of childhood obesity, the outdoor retail industry,
many local tourist destinations or “gateway communities,” and state fish and wildlife agencies
rely on revenue generated when Americans spend time outdoors. America’s national security
is also at risk as nearly one in four applicants to the military is rejected for being overweight or
obese – the most common reason for medical disqualification.

K

eep America Competitive Through Environmental Literacy. National Wildlife Federation supports

green job training through our nation’s community colleges as well as policies that integrate environmental
education and the greening of school buildings and grounds. National Wildlife Federation favors passage of the No
Child Left Inside Act to provide incentives for state departments of education to create environmental literacy plans
and the Healthy Kids Outdoors Act to support state strategies that get kids outside and enjoying nature. NWF also
supports funding for existing environmental education programs at the Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA and
other federal agencies. In order to foster innovation and keep America globally competitive in the 21 st century clean
energy economy, America must strengthen environmental and green STEM (science, technology, engineering and
math) education through our nation’s K-16 school system.

D

evelop State Strategies to Reconnect Families with Nature.

National Wildlife Federation supports legislation that creates inter-agency
collaboration at the federal level and incentives for states to create comprehensive
strategies to reconnect children, youth and families with nature.
A
comprehensive policy response should include innovative solutions in public
health, parks and recreation, transportation, education and other sectors.
Examples of on-the-ground solutions range from connecting communities with
green spaces to providing opportunities for outdoor recreation such as hunting and
fishing.
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P

rotect our Most Treasured Landscapes. Protecting America’s most

treasured and an iconic landscapes has long been an area of great bipartisan
cooperation. National Wildlife Federation supports passage of several public lands
and wilderness measures that will enhance outdoor recreation and hunting and
fishing opportunities, strengthen local economies and leave a lasting legacy for
future generations. These include the Forest Jobs and Recreation Act for
Montana, the Central Idaho Economic Development and Recreation Act for Idaho,
the Browns Canyon National Monument and Wilderness Act for Colorado, and
legislation permanently protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge coastal plain.
NWF also supports reauthorization, dedicated funding and new sportsmen access
provisions for the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which is vital for conserving
irreplaceable lands and improving recreation opportunities throughout the nation. In addition,
NWF supports reauthorization of the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act, which would
maintain a “land for land” mechanism allowing the proceeds from Bureau of Land Management
land sales to fund critical land conservation in the West at conservation areas, national parks,
national wildlife refuges, national forests, trails, wilderness, and more.

G

row America’s Outdoor Opportunities by Restoring Balance to Our Public Lands. Healthy,

accessible public lands are crucial to America’s $646 billion outdoor recreation economy, which includes
$90 billion each year generated by hunters and anglers. Our shared public lands must be managed in a sustainable
way to maintain and grow this huge economic benefit for the country. Energy and mineral development on public
lands should include monitoring and mitigation of impacts to fish, wildlife and water resources, while requiring
disturbed lands to be reclaimed. To ensure a more balanced approach to leasing practices, special exemptions
enjoyed by the oil and gas industry from the Clean Water, Clean Air and Safe Drinking Water Acts should be
removed, disclosure of chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process should be required and a moratorium on
destructive oil shale leasing should be reinstated. Long overdue reform to the outdated 1872 Mining Law is
neededso that mining no longer takes precedence over all other uses, adequate safeguards are needed to protect
clean water and fish and royalties from minerals mined on public land should be dedicated to fish and wildlife
habitat restoration.

S

trengthening our Sportsmen Heritage. Hunters and anglers are a core

constituency to preserving our conservation legacy. Since 1936, National Wildlife
Federation has been at the forefront on issues concerning hunters and anglers,
protecting and enhancing fish and wildlife habitat for all species. Whether it was
passage of the Pittman Robertson Act in 1937 that still funds state fish and game
agencies today, or the Wilderness Act of 1964 which has helped provide some of the
premier hunting and fishing opportunities in the world, or the Clean Air and Clean
Water Acts of the 1970s, or the "Open Fields" provision in the most recent Farm Bill that
provides federal dollars to state agency for hunter access to private lands, or our continued
work today, NWF has teamed up with a broad range of national, regional and local hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation organizations and businesses to make a difference for wildlife habitat.
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P

rotect America’s Wetlands, Lakes, and Streams. National Wildlife

Federation urges Congress to support Administration action to restore
and clarify its definition of “Waters of the United States” in a manner consistent
with both the law and science. The Clean Water Act’s goal of restoring the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation's waters must be
fully achieved. Healthy streams and wetlands are vital to healthy
communities and habitat and support local hunting, fishing and birdwatching.
According to the Fish and Wildlife Service, 1.3 million waterfowl hunters
generated $2.3 billion in economic activity in 2006. The American Sportfishing
Association reports that anglers generated nearly $115 billion in total economic
activity in 2011 and supported more than 800,000 jobs.

R

estore America’s Great Waters. National Wildlife Federation believes

Congress should maintain robust funding levels for critical restoration and
pollution reduction programs that support clean drinkable, fishable and
swimmable waters across the country. National Wildlife Federation also
supports reauthorizing place based restoration programs for the Great
Lakes, Chesapeake Bay and Long Island Sound and seeks additional federal
assistance to restore the San Francisco Bay, Delaware River Basin and Gulf
of Maine. Projects necessary to continue the vital progress made in
restoring America’s Everglades should also be authorized. Additionally,
during tight budget times, our communities need reliable resources to
address increasing water quality challenges on a local and watershed-wide
scale. As such, NWF supports robust appropriations for State and Tribal
Assistance Grants, including the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, Section 106
State and Tribal Assistance Grants, and Section 319 nonpoint pollution control grants.

R

estore the Gulf Coast. National Wildlife Federation and our partners

successfully advocated for passage of legislation dedicating 80% of Clean
Water Act fines resulting from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill to restoration of
the Gulf region in the 112th Congress. A joint federal-state Gulf Coast
Ecosystem Restoration Council will now develop and implement a
Comprehensive Plan to bring the severely degraded Gulf back to health. The
Deepwater Horizon oil disaster occurred in an ecosystem that was already in
decline from decades of energy production, climate change, overfishing,
hurricanes and coastal wetland loss. Congress should use its oversight
authority to ensure the Council restores the Gulf ecosystem and denies projects
that cause environmental harm.
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NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
NATIONAL ADVOCACY CENTER * 901 E STREET NW, SUITE 100
WASHINGTON DC 20004 * 202.797.6800
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
Larry Schweiger, President and Chief Executive Officer
Anthony Caliguri, Senior Vice President, Conservation
and Education
Jim Lyon, Vice President, Conservation Policy
John Kostyack, Vice President, Wildlife Conservation
Kevin Coyle, Vice President, Education and Training
NATIONAL ADVOCACY CENTER
Adam Kolton, Executive Director, National Advocacy
Center, kolton@nwf.org
Joshua Saks, Legislative Director, saksj@nwf.org
CLIMATE AND ENERGY
Felice Stadler, Senior Director, Climate & Energy,
stadler@nwf.org
Corey Shott, Senior Legislative Representative, Climate
& Energy Program, shottc@nwf.org
Catherine Bowes, Senior Manager, New Energy
Solutions, bowesc@nwf.org
Peter LaFontaine, Energy Policy Advocate,
lafontainep@nwf.org
FARMS, FORESTS, AND BIONERGY
Julie Sibbing, Director of Forest and Agriculture
Programs, sibbing@nwf.org
Barbara Bramble, Senior Program Advisor, International
Affairs, bramble@nwf.org
Aviva Glaser, Legislative Representative, Agriculture
Programs, glasera@nwf.org
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND CLIMATE ADAPTATION
Bruce Stein, Director, Climate Change Adaptation,
steinb@nwf.org
Naomi Edelson, Director, State and Federal Wildlife
Partners, edelsonn@nwf.org
Justin Allegro, Manager, Renewable Energy and Wildlife
Program, allegroj@nwf.org
AQUATIC RESTORATION AND WATER RESOURCES
Malia Hale, Director, Protect Coasts and Floodplains,
hale@nwf.org
Jan Goldman-Carter, Senior Manager, Wetlands and
Water, goldmancarterj@nwf.org
Sara Gonzalez-Rothi Kronenthal, Senior Policy Specialist,
Coasts and Floodplains, gonzalezrothis@nwf.org
Rachel Dawson, Legislative Representative, Water
Resources, dawsonr@nwf.org
PUBLIC LANDS CONSERVATION
Todd Keller, Director of Federal Advocacy, Public Lands,
kellert@nwf.org
Bentley Johnson, Legislative Representative, Public
Lands, johnsonb@nwf.org

P

rotect Floodplains, Coastal
Habitat, and Communities
at Risk. National Wildlife Federation

also supports reforms to federal
policies designed to protect people
and property by protecting and
restoring wildlife-rich floodplains
and coastal areas. These floodplains,
when left in their natural state, protect
coasts and cities from storm surges,
protect river communities from flooding, and
reduce the flow of pollution to waterways. To protect them,
NWF urges reforms to Army Corps of Engineers projects and
how they are chosen and carried out. To ensure that Corps
projects serve the national interest, represent a sound use of
taxpayer dollars and protect the environment, NWF advocates
for policies that would encourage the Corps to use
nonstructural and restoration measures where they can
provide an appropriate level of protection and benefits, to
operate their projects under modern operating plans, and to
improve mitigation for Corps projects. The critical role of
resource agencies and the environmental reviews they conduct
should not be diminished – they are essential for improving or
stopping wasteful and potentially dangerous Corps projects.
NWF is also working to implement the reforms made in the
Biggert-Waters Flood Reform Act of 2012 and will work in the
113th to achieve meaningful reforms to the Stafford Act that
would reward disaster planning and mitigation and encourage
states and localities to protect and restore natural features
that reduce disaster risks and impacts.

KIDS AND NATURE
Patrick Fitzgerald, Senior Director of Education
Management, fitzgeraldp@nwf.org

Ranger Rick, our award-winning children’s magazine, has
been published monthly since 1967 and has a circulation of
over 500,000. Ranger Rick and his friends have inspired
generations of conservationists, and continue to connect
children with nature today.
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